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LOYOLA

AT A GLANCE

ROSTER

SCHEDULE

Coach: Jim
Whitesell
(53-39,
fourth sea-
son; 331-223
overall, 21st
season).

2006-07 record: 21-11, 10-6
Horizon League.

Key stat: 10. The Horizon
League has expanded to 10
schools with the addition of
Valparaiso, with the confer-
ence schedule increasing from
16 to 18 games in the home-
and-home format. All

10 teams will be invited to
the league tournament.

Circle the date: Jan. 7 vs.
Butler. The Bulldogs are the
preseason Horizon favorites,
and the Ramblers will be look-
ing to avenge a one-point
overtime loss in the semifi-
nals of the league tournament
last season.

X-factor: Leon Young. Loyola
missed the 6-6 forward, who
battled injuries and illness as
a sophomore. Young’s out-
standing freshman season
(10.4 ppg,

7.2 rpg) showcased the skills
the Ramblers will need this
season.

Question mark: Can a team
approach overcome the de-
parture of a go-to scoring star
such as Blake Schilb?

Season will be a success if:
The Ramblers get the postsea-
son tournament bid that has
eluded them since 1985.

Season will be a failure if:
Loyola doesn’t maintain the
upward trend of the program.

Forecast: Expectations are
back to modest without Schilb
and Majak Kou, but Whitesell
has recruited balance as a
winning formula. He always
has succeeded in program-
building and should keep
climbing the ladder.

Time
W 73-57

Nov. 13 at Eastern Illinois 7 p.m.

Date  Opponent

Nov. 10 LeMoyne

Nov. 16 Western Michigan 7 p.m.

Nov. 24 at Purdue 1p.m.

Nov. 28 Bradley 7 p.m.
1 4 12 14 Dec.1 atNorthernIowa 7 p.m.
Tra cy Kyle Aric Geoff Dec. 6 Wl's.-Gr'een Bay 7 p.m.
Robinson  Thomas Van Weelden McCammon Dec.8  Wis-Milwaukee 7 p.m.
forward forward guard guard Dec. 15 Northern Illinois 7 p.m.
6-7 | senior 6-8 | freshman  6-3|sophomore  6-4 | freshman Dec. 19 at Saint Louis 7 p.m.

22

Cortney
Horton

guard
6-2 | senior

23 24

25

Dave Justin J.R.
Telander Cerasoli Blount
guard guard guard

6-1| senior 6-5 | junior 6-1| junior

30

32 33

34

Ryan Andy Ross Leon
Sterling Polka Forman Young
guard forward forward forward
6-4 | freshman  6-7 | sophomore  6-8 | sophomore  6-6 | junior

Tom Matt Darrin

Levin Adler Williams

forward center forward

6-8 | senior 6-11| sophomore ~ 6-8 | junior

Dec. 22 at Mo.-Kansas City Noon
Dec. 29 St. Mary’s (Minn.) 7 p.m.

Jan.3  atCleveland St. 6:30 p.m.
Jan.5 at Youngstown St. Noon
Jan.7  Butler 7 p.m.
Jan. 12 at UIC 7 p.m.
Jan. 17 Detroit 7 p.m.
Jan. 19 Wright State 7 p.m.
Jan. 24 at Butler 6 p.m.
Jan. 26 at Valparaiso 7 p.m.
Jan.31 Youngstown State 7 p.m.
Feb.2 Cleveland State 7 p.m.
Feb.9 UIC 7 p.m.
Feb. 14 at Wright State 7 p.m.
Feb. 16 at Detroit 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 20 Valparaiso 7 p.m.

Feb. 23 Bracket Busters TBA
Feb. 28 at Wis.-Milwaukee 7 p.m.
March 1 at Wis.-Green Bay 7 p.m.

TICKET
INFORMATION

Games are played at the
Gentile Center. Individual
game prices for courtside
bleachers are $10 and can be
purchased by calling the
Loyola ticket office: (773) 508-
9653.

Season tickets range from $90

for upper bleachers to $230
for floor seats.
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AMERICA EAST

ATLANTIC SUN

FAVORITES: Vermont (15-1 conference, 25-8 overall)
and Albany (13-3 and 23-10) were the only schools to
finish over .500 in conference play last season. The
Catamounts return all-conference G Mike Trimboli (15.8
ppg, 5 apg) and sixth man F Colin McIntosh (7.9 ppg,
3.5 rpg) but must replace rebounding machine Chris
Holm (12.2 rpg). The Great Danes lose two-time league
player of the year Jamar Wilson but bring back three
starters, led by F Brent Wilson (11 ppg, 5 rpg) and
swingman Brian Lillis (6.9 ppg, 4.9 rpg).

CONTENDERS: Boston U. returns its top three scorers
from a team with no seniors, paced by G Corey Lowe
(14.1 ppg) and rookie of the year Tyler Morris (13.4
ppg). Binghamton has three starters back who aver-
aged in double figures scoring, led by guards Richard
Forbes (11.3 ppg) and Mike Gordon (11 ppg).

THREE-POINTERS: All-rookie pick Joe Trapani has
transferred from Vermont to Boston College. ...
Vermont, Albany, Binghamton and BU will participate
in this season’s ESPN BracketBusters, all on the road. ...
Former Georgetown assistant Kevin Broadus takes over
at Binghamton, which will host the first three rounds of
the league tournament.

ATLANTIC COAST

FAVORITES: East Tennessee State won its first league
title last season and is the pick to win again. Last sea-
son’s player of the year, guard Courtney Pigram (18.1
ppg, 3.7 apg), returns to lead the Bucs. JuCo Division II
player of the year Kevin Tiggs looks to make an imme-
diate impact on the wing. Belmont made its second
consecutive appearance in the NCAA tournament after
upsetting ETSU in the conference tournament cham-
pionship game last season. Guard Justin Hare (14.3
ppg) and athletic forward Shane Dansby will try to
make it three in a row.

CONTENDERS: Mercer’s hopes rest with last season’s
freshman of the year, James Florence (19 ppg), in the
backcourt. Lipscomb senior guard Eddie Ard led the
team in scoring (15 ppg), rebounding (5.8 rpg) and free
throw percentage (82 percent). Campbell sophomore
forward Jonathan Rodriguez (8.8 rpg) and his team-
mates will need to improve on defense.
THREE-POINTERS: Newcomers Florida Gulf Coast and
USC Upstate join the conference ...Belmont coach Rick
Byrd is one of 11 active Division I men’s basketball
coaches to have spent at least 20 seasons with his cur-
rent program.

ATLANTIC 10

FAVORITES: North Carolina was one shot away from
advancing to the Final Four for the second time in three
years before falling to Georgetown in overtime. With
All-American F Tyler Hansbrough (18.4 ppg, 7.9 rpg,
52.5 percent FG) returning along with point G Ty
Lawson (10.2 ppg, 5.6 apg), this looks like the team to
beat in the league and should be in line to make a
charge at the national title. ... After finishing tied for
sixth place, Duke looks to bounce back behind the play
of G DeMarcus Nelson (14.1 ppg, 47.8 FG percent).

CONTENDERS: Virginia was one of the nation’s sur-
prise teams a year ago and could make another run at
the postseason behind G Sean Singletary (19.0 ppg, 4.9
apg). After finishing second in the NIT, Clemson should
make a push for the big tournament behind four return-
ing starters and leading scorer, swingman K.C. Rivers
(14 ppg, 46.2 percent FG). North Carolina State ap-
pears ready to take a big step back to contending sta-
tus with F Brandon Costner (16.8 ppg, 7.3 rpg).

THREE-POINTERS: Former Wake Forest assistant Dino
Gaudio steps in as the new coach for the Demon
Deacons, who are still dealing with the unexpected
death this summer of Skip Prosser. ... The league returns
39 starters (65 percent) for the 2007-08 season.
Clemson, Duke, Florida State, N.C. State and Wake
Forest each return a league-high four starters. ... Five
players who earned All-ACC honors return, including
Hanshrough, Singletary, Costner, Boston College’s
Tyrese Rice and Miami’s Jack McClinton. .. Miami’s
McClinton led the ACC in free throw percentage (89.5),
three-point field goal percentage (44.0) and three-point
field goals a game (2.9).

FAVORITES: Xavier (25-9) went to the second round of
the NCAA tournament last season and has a strong
starting backcourt returning with PG Drew Lavender
(11.2 ppg, 4.8 apg) and SG Stanley Burrell (12.4 ppg).
Senior F Josh Duncan (9.3 ppg, 3.4 rpg) is the other re-
turning starter. A strong newcomer for the Musketeers
is 6-6 swingman C.). Anderson, who sat out last season
as a transfer from Manhattan. Rhode Island made it to

the league’s title game and returns four starters, includ-

ing 6-8 F Will Daniels (17.4 ppg, 5.6 rpg) and junior G
Jimmy Baron (14.6 ppg), who had 97 three-pointers,
hitting 47.8 percent, good enough for fourth nationally.
Massachusetts lost a lot of talent from its 24-9 team
that was the NIT runner-up but still has swingman Gary
Forbes (13.0, 5.8 rpg) and PG Chris Lowe (7.0 ppg, 4.2
apg) and is expected to run more.

CONTENDERS: George Washington was led to a 23-9
record and an NCAA bid by returning G Maureece Rice
(16.2 ppg). He’s backed up by F Rob Diggs (10.5 ppg,
5.0 rpg), but the Colonials may also need production
right away from freshman G Xavier Alexander, who av-
eraged 26 points and 12 rebounds at Midwest City High
in Oklahoma City. Fordham has five starters back off an
18-12 team that closed out the regular season with a
five-game win streak. Saint Louis returns four starters,
led by junior guards Tommie Liddell (15.4 ppg) and
Kevin Lisch (14.9 ppg). Dayton has four starters back
led by senior G Brian Roberts (18.5 ppg, 2.6 apg), a
two-time all-conference player. The Flyers also return F
Charles Little (10.5 ppg, 5.2 rpg), the A-10’s sixth man
of the year last season.

THREE-POINTERS: Dayton freshman F Chris Wright is
expected to make an impact right away. He averaged a
double-double (19.2 ppg, 12.8 rpg) last season at
Trotwood-Madison High in Ohio. ...Rick Majerus, after
three years at ESPN, is back on the bench at Saint Louis.

BURNING
QUESTIONS

What you should
be asking with the
2007-08 season
about to begin

How many Division I
teams are there this
season?

— This question has not
had the same answer in
many, many years.
There are 328 schools
fielding Division I
teams this season,
meaning optimists see
that many teams with a
chance to play in a
postseason tourna-
ment, and pessimists
see 231 who won’t play
in a postseason tourna-
ment. There are 20
schools considered pro-
visional or reclassifying
members, and 13 will
count as Division I
schools for the RPI.

Any schools change
conferences?

— Five schools made a
move, the higgest being
Valparaiso’s switch to
the Mid-Continent
Conference from the
Horizon League. UC
Davis, Longwood and
Northern Colorado all
moved up from Division
I1. Indiana-Purdue-Fort
Wayne went from being
an independent to the
Summit League, which
used to be known as
the Mid-Continent.
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When is Selection
Sunday?

March 16 is the day the
bracket is announced.
The first time someone
will use the term “on
the bubble” will be
early January, and over
the next six weeks hun-
dreds of teams will be
“in” and “out” of the
field.

When does the
season end?

The Final Four is in the
Alamodome on April 5
and 7. This will be San
Antonio’s third Final
Four, with Kentucky
winning there in 1998
and Connecticut in
2004.

Is there still an NIT?

Thirty-two more teams
get to say they made
the postseason with the
biggest perk being an
automatic invitation for
any team that wins its
conference regular-sea-
son title.

BIG EAST

BIG SOUTH

FAVORITES: Georgetown and Louisville are the co-fa-
vorites to win the regular-season title. Georgetown, last
year’s Big East champs, ended the season with a trip to
the Final Four. However, this year coach John Thompson
I1I will be without Jeff Green, the league player of the
year. Still, four starters return, including C Roy Hibbert
(12.9 ppg, 6.9 rpg, 67.1 fg percent). Louisville, which
advanced to the second round of the NCAA tournament
last year, returns its top seven scorers, including four
starters. F Terrence Williams (12.4 ppg) and C David
Padgett (9.5 ppg, 5.6 rpg) were named to the presea-
son All-Big East team.

CONTENDERS: Marquette boasts its top seven players
from last season, including G Dominic James (14.9 ppg,
4.9 apg) and G Jerel McNeal (14.7 ppg, 2.6 spg), presea-
son All-Big East picks. Pittsburgh must replace three
starters, including C Aaron Gray, but has F Mike Cook
(10.5 ppg.) back. Syracuse features two of the best
newcomers in F Donte’ Greene and G Jonny Flynn, pre-
season co-rookies of the year. Both were teammates
this summer on the USA Basketball Under 19 squad
that won silver at the World Championships.

THREE-POINTERS: Six current head coaches have Final
Four experience. ... Two new head coaches join the
league, Bob Huggins at West Virginia and Stan Heath at
South Florida. ...Seton Hall will move to its new arena in
Newark, the Prudential Center, set to open in October.
The league is going to an 18-game schedule after many
years of the 16-game format, which has several coaches
grumbling. ...Hibbert is the first Georgetown player to
receive league preseason player of the year honors since
Alonzo Mourning in 1991-92.

BIG SKY

FAVORITES: Montana hopes to use frontcourt domi-
nance to return to the top of the Big Sky. The Grizzlies
will ride the backs of all-conference post duo, 6-8 senior
Andrew Strait (15.0 ppg, 6.4 rpg) and 6-9 junior Jordan
Hasquet (13.0 ppg, 6.4 rpg). Backcourt scoring will
come from G Cameron Rundles (8.3 ppg, 47.8 percent
three-pointers), last season’s Big Sky freshman of the
year, and senior Matt Martin (6.7 ppg), who looks to
take on a bigger role. Weber State lost Big Sky MVP
David Patten, but returns three starters from last year’s
team which finished 20-12. The Wildcats will be led by
junior G Juan Pablo Silveira (11.1 ppg, 3.2 apg, 45.9 per-
cent three-pointers), a second-team all-conference pick
last season. Seniors Arturas Valeika (8.0 ppg, 6.5 rpg,
.579 percent FG) and Dezmon Harris (10.8. ppg, .519
percent FG) should take on more of the scoring load.

CONTENDERS: With three returning starters, Portland
State looks to improve upon fourth last season. The sen-
iors — G Dupree Lucas (13.2 ppg, 3.9 apg), the 2006-07
newcomer of the year, C Scott Morrison (11.2 ppg, 6.5
ppg), and G Deonte Huff (10.7 ppg, 5.6 rpg) — will pro-
vide scoring and leadership. Northern Arizona lost three
all-conference performers but returns junior PG Josh
Wilson (8.2 ppg), whose 6.0 apg ranked ninth in the na-
tion, and senior F Kyle Landry (10.1 ppg, 6.5 rpg).

THREE-POINTERS: Eastern Washington hired Kirk
Earlywine, a former assistant at Utah and Weber State.

FAVORITES: Winthrop enters the season riding a first-
round upset of Notre Dame in the NCAA tournament and
its seventh league title in nine years. But the death of
backup point guard De’Andre Adams, killed in a car acci-
dent in May, could be an emotional obstacle for the
Eagles. They return just two starters in leading scorer
Michael Jenkins (14.8 ppg) and G Chris Gaynor (7.8 ppg,
4.4 apg). High Point proved to be a dominant force in
the conference last season but lost both matchups with
Winthrop. The team that went 11-3 in the Big South re-
turns three starters and four of its top five scorers, in-
cluding conference player of the year Arizona Reid (21
ppg) and PG Mike Jefferson (11.4 ppg, 4.3 apg).

CONTENDERS: VMI’s 14-19 record may not strike fear
into foes, but the Keydets’ run to the league title game
and the return of national leading scorer Reggie
Williams (28.1 ppg) should. New Coastal Carolina coach
Cliff Ellis will learn quickly to rely on guard play. The
Chanticleers return no low post threats, but the back-
court is set with Jack Leasure (15.6 ppg, 3.6 apg) and
freshman of the year Joshua Mack (12.3 ppg).

THREE-POINTERS: Winthrop’s NCAA win vs. Notre
Dame marked the league’s first appearance in the sec-
ond round.

BIG TEN

FAVORITES: Behind all-conference G Drew Neitzel
(18.1 ppg, 3.7 apg, 87.9 FT percent, 41.2 3FG percent)
and four other returning starters, Michigan State is
primed for its first Big Ten title since 2001. The race
could come down to the Spartans and Indiana, which
returns F D.). White (13.8 ppg, 7.3 rpg) and welcomes
stellar freshman G Eric Gordon. Both schools boast out-
standing newcomers (including 6-5 junior-college
transfer Jamarcus Ellis at Indiana). A conference title
would be a huge coup for Indiana coach Kelvin
Sampson, in his second season with the Hoosiers.

CONTENDERS: Defending champion Ohio State lost its
top four scorers but brings back returning starter Jamar
Butler (8.5 ppg, 3.6 apg) and tough reserves in F
Othello Hunter (5.7 ppg, 4.5 rpg), swingman David
Lighty and post player Matt Terwilliger. The Buckeyes
bring in top recruits, led by center Kosta Koufos.
Wisconsin has been a top-four finisher in six seasons
under coach Bo Ryan. Purdue lost a lot but has promis-
ing newcomers. Penn State’s Geary Claxton (16.3 ppg,
8.0 rpg) could lead the league in scoring and rebound-
ing. Michigan State’s Travis Walton (5.46 apg) is a top
assist man.

THREE-POINTERS: New coaches include Tubby Smith
at Minnesota (from Kentucky), John Beilein at Michigan
(from West Virginia) and Todd Lickliter at Iowa (from
Butler). Smith inherits five returning starters from a 9-
22 team, led by G Lawrence McKenzie (14.9 ppg) and F
Dan Coleman (14.2, 6.0 rpg). ...Wisconsin needs to off-
set the departure of Alando Tucker. Will Brian Butch or
Michael Flowers step up? ... The league is going to an
18-game schedule, up from 16. ...Michigan State’s Tom
1zzo has coached in the Big Ten for 12 years, longer
than any other coach in the league. Northwestern’s Bill
Carmody is next at seven years.
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BIG 12

FAVORITE: Once at Tulsa, once at Illinois and now
twice at Kansas, Bill Self has coached teams to the
brink of the Final Four. These Jayhawks — returning 85
percent of their scoring and 80 percent of their re-
bounding from a year ago, when they fell to UCLA in the
West Regional final — could finally get him there. The
Hawks’ five seniors don’t include perhaps their most
gifted player, F Darrell Arthur, or dynamic point G
Sherron Collins, both sophomores. The only question
revolves around junior G Brandon Rush’s recovery from
knee surgery; he’s expected back on or around Dec. 1.

CONTENDERS: Without Kevin Durant, Texas is going
back to coach Rick Barnes’ more half-court offensive,
hard-nosed defensive roots. The other four starters
from a young ‘06-07 team return, most notably sopho-
more point guard and Big 12 preseason Player of the
Year D.J. Augustin. ...Texas A&M also suffered heavy at-
trition, losing star Acie Law and coach Billy Gillispie.
But Gillispie, now at Kentucky, left behind 6-9 senior
Joseph Jones, three-point threat Josh Carter and other
talent. And A&M became the program that finally pried
Mark Turgeon from Wichita State.

THREE-POINTERS: Nine of the league’s 12 schools have
changed coaches in the past two years. Turgeon is one
of three new hires this season, along with Colorado’s Jeff
Bzdelik and Kansas State’s Frank Martin. ... Martin’s ap-
pointment was designed, in part, to soothe and retain
two of the nation’s premier recruits the past two sea-
sons, F Bill Walker and power F Michael Beasley.
Walker’s first college season was cut short by a knee in-
jury. Beasley, who averaged 28 points, 16 rebounds, 4
and a half blocks and four assists as a high school senior
in Washington, D.C., was last year’s top-rated prospect.
... After breaking Dean Smith’s career record early last
season, Texas Tech coach Bob Knight needs 10 wins to
become the first Division I men’s coach to reach 900.
He’s 890-363 in 41 seasons.

BIG WEST

FAVORITES: UC Santa Barbara returns four starters
from last season’s second-place squad, including G Alex
Harris (21.1 ppg, 4.8 rpg, 2.2 apg) and F Chris Devine
(14.1 ppg, 6.6 rpg). The Gauchos can score both inside
and out but lack depth in the paint. Cal Poly returns 11
letter winners from last year’s 19-11 team. Guards
Dawin Whiten (11.6 ppg) and Trae Clark (9.1 ppg) pro-
vide experience in the backcourt.

CONTENDERS: Pacific junior Anthony Brown (14.3
ppg, 7.2 rpg) has a solid recruiting class for support. Cal
State Fullerton standout Scott Cutley (15.6 ppg, 9.5
rpg) will need to recover from a broken ankle to give
the Titans any chance of contending. Defending confer-
ence champion Long Beach State will be rebuilding af-
ter losing all five starters and 99 percent of its scoring
from last season.

THREE-POINTERS: Veteran coach Jim Wooldridge
takes over at UC Riverside Dan Monson debuts with
Long Beach State after the school declined to give Larry
Reynolds a contract extension. ...UC Davis joins the
conference as its ninth member.

COLONIAL ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION

FAVORITES: George Mason returns all five starters —
although senior F Darryl Monroe might be out until
early December after toe surgery — from a team that
reached the conference tournament final and led the
CAA in defense (59.1 ppg). Seniors Will Thomas (13.3
ppg, 6.9 rpg, 62.7 FG percent) and Folarin Campbell
(13.9 ppg, 3.8 apg) were starters on the 2005-06 team
that reached the Final Four. ... Junior G Eric Maynor
(13.9 ppg, 6.4 apg), hero of Virginia Commonwealth’s
NCAA tournament upset of Duke last season, leads
three returning starters for the Rams, who set a school
record with 28 wins last season.

CONTENDERS: Old Dominion has averaged 25 wins the
last three seasons and the Monarchs have two starting
guards — Brian Henderson (9.4 ppg) and Brandon
Johnson (8.3 ppg, 4.6 rpg) — back to try to keep that
level of success going. ...Drexel will build around senior
C Frank Elegar (16.0 ppg, 6.7 rpg) in an effort to get the
Dragons into postseason play for the fifth time in six
years.

THREE-POINTERS: Former Mississippi coach Rod Barnes,
who takes over at Georgia State, is the league’s lone new
head coach. ...Hofstra G Antoine Agudio (1,664 career
points) is the third-leading active scorer in Division I.

CONFERENCE USA

FAVORITE: After going a combined 66-8 the past two
seasons with a pair of trips to the elite eight, Memphis
is an overwhelming choice to win the league behind the
preseason conference player of the year, guard Chris
Douglas-Roberts (15.4 ppg, 3.4 rpg) along with forward
Joey Dorsey (8.5 ppg, 9.4 rpg). This might be the best
team in the nation. The Tigers, who have been in the
postseason for seven consecutive years, have all
starters returning and will welcome blue-chip recruit
Derrick Rose, an All-USA choice, who might be the best
freshman point guard in any league.

CONTENDERS: Houston returns all-conference guard
Robert McKiver (19.2 ppg, 116 three-pointers) and guard
Lanny Smith (7.8 ppg), who was limited to four games
last season after surgery on his left foot. Smith is one of
only four guards in school history to accumulate 1,000
points and 375 assists in a career. In coach Mike Davis’
second season, Alabama-Birmingham should be strong
behind guard Paul Delaney III, who ranked among the
league leaders in points (15.5), assists (5.2), steals (1.9)
and minutes (37.1) last season. Southern Mississippi
reached 20 wins for the first time under coach Larry
Eustachy and welcomes back guard Jeremy Wise (17.3
ppg), who earned C-USA Freshman of the Year honors.

THREE-POINTERS: Former Florida assistant Donnie
Jones is the coach at Marshall. Mack McCarthy, a former
assistant at East Carolina, is the Pirates’ new coach.
...UAB will welcome three transfers who are eligible:
Walter Sharpe (from Mississippi State), Robert Vaden
(Indiana) and Channing Toney (Georgia). ... Tulsa re-
turns more than 70 percent of its scoring from a year
ago, including senior Rod Earls (11.2 ppg) and sopho-
more Ben Uzoh (9.9 ppg).

Any chance of real
impact freshmen this
season much like Ohio
State’s Greg Oden and
Texas’ Kevin Durant?

The best of the big men
is 6-9 Kevin Love at
UCLA, and he gets the
benefit of joining a vet-
eran team that has
been to the Final Four
the last two years. 0.).
Mayo at Southern
California and Michael
Beasley at Kansas State
might be the most tal-
ented players, and both
will be relied on heavily
for postseason success.
Point guard Derrick
Rose at Memphis gets
to take over a talented
team with national title
hopes.

Did any players pass up
the NBA to come back
and try to win a nation-
al championship?

Roy Hibbert, who would
have been a lottery
pick, returns to
Georgetown, and the 7-
2 senior center will try
to get the Hoyas back to
the Final Four. Tyler
Hansbrough will be
back for his junior year
at North Carolina,
which lost to
Georgetown in the re-
gional finals. Brandon
Rush of Kansas decided
to return to school, in-
jured his knee and had
surgery that might keep
him out of early season
games.
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What will be the
most interesting

of the coaching
changes?

Billy Gillispie, who
moved from Texas A&M
to Kentucky, will be un-
der the most scrutiny
just because its
Kentucky and the faith-
ful there have gone 10
years without a title.
Bob Huggins left Kansas
State after one success-
ful season to return to
West Virginia, his alma
mater. Rick Majerus,
who spent the last three
seasons as an ESPN an-
alyst, takes over at
Saint Louis.

Are officials really
going to enforce the
bench decorum rules
this season?

To make sure the rules
governing how coaches
act on the bench are fol-
lowed, the NCAA has
said officials who do
not consistently enforce
them will be penalized
when it comes to NCAA
tournament assign-
ments. So coaches
should spend more
time in the box in front
of their bench, use less
profanity, avoid react-
ing to calls so as to
draw unfavorable
crowd reactions and
draw a lot more techni-
cal fouls.

HORIZON LEAGUE

FAVORITES: The battle for conference champion was
neck-and-neck last season, with Wright State prevailing
in the title game vs. Butler. The Raiders return two of
their top three scorers, Vaughn Duggins (9.0 ppg, 2.5
apg) and Todd Brown (8.6 ppg) but will have to replace
the scoring of player of the year DaShaun Wood. Butler
grabbed headlines last season with a top-10 ranking, a
run to the Sweet 16 and a strong effort vs. eventual
champ Florida. All-American candidate G A.J. Graves
(16.9 ppg) and triple-threat G Mike Green (13.9 ppg,
6.0 rpg, 4.0 apg) return for the Bulldogs.

CONTENDERS: In its first season in the league,
Valparaiso will be considered an immediate contender.
The Crusaders return their top seven scorers, including
leader Samuel Haanpaa (12.0 ppg). Green Bay returns
four starters from an 18-15 team and will likely rely on
the outside shooting of G Mike Schachtner (14.9 ppg,
.456 three-pointers) and Troy Cotton (.462 three-point-
ers).

THREE-POINTERS: New Butler coach Brad Stevens,
30, is the second youngest head coach in the nation,
behind Dane Fife, 28, of IUPU-Fort Wayne.
...Youngstown State (14-17, 7-9) posted its best record
since joining the Horizon League. ...Loyola (Ill.) lost 49
percent of its league-leading scoring offense (69.9
ppg). ... Butler F Pete Campbell set the league record
for three-point shooting last season, hitting 52 percent.

INDEPENDENTS

There are only five schools playing as independents
this season (seven others are going through the transi-
tion period to Division I). No team playing as an inde-
pendent has earned an NCAA tournament berth since
Penn State in the early 1990s. Texas-Pan American re-
turns four starters from a 14-15 team that doubled its
win total from 2005-06 with G Brian Burrell (15.6 ppg,
5.1 rpg) leading the way. Savannah State lost its top
two scorers from a 12-18 team and will lean on senior C
Lazarius Coleman (5.8 ppg, 4.3 rpg).

Sixth man Kirk Williams (10.2 ppg, 4.8 rpg) will have to
play a leading role for Longwood, 9-22 last season.
Benjy Taylor is the new coach at Chicago State, which
lost three double-digit scorers from a 9-20 team but re-
turns PG David Holston (12.6 ppg). The best of the tran-
sition teams should be Utah Valley State, which won its
final nine games last year to finish 22-7. That was the
best mark by an indie since Notre Dame’s 23-6 record
in 1985-86, but the team must replace four starters.

IVY LEAGUE

FAVORITES: Cornell could be the first team other than
Pennsylvania or Princeton to win the league title for the
first time in 20 seasons. F Ryan Wittman (15.6 ppg)
was the Ivy Rookie of the Year. The league’s top rookie
two seasons ago, G Adam Gore, also is back for the Big
Red. After scoring 20 points in Cornell’s opener, Gore
missed the rest of the season with a torn anterior cruci-
ate ligament. Penn, the three-time defending cham-

pion, went 13-1 in the league but lost G Ibby Jaaber
(15.9 ppg, 4.5 rpg) and F Mark Zoller (18.2 ppg, 7.5
rpg). Penn will rely on guards Darren Smith (4.2 ppg,
0.7 rpg) and Brian Grandieri (11.7 ppg, 5.2 rpg). Yale
finished second in the league and returns four starters.
The Bulldogs will count on G Eric Flato (15.3 ppg, 3.6
apg), who was first team All-Ivy last season. Twins Nick
and Caleb Holmes are strong three-point shooters.

CONTENDERS: Columbia returns all five starters. All-
Ivy F John Baumann (13.3 ppg, 6.5 rpg) leads a strong
frontcourt that includes Ben Nwachukwu (8.8 ppg, 5.2
rpg) and Mack Montgomery (5.6 ppg, 3.4 rpg). Brown
has four starters back and is led by first-team All-Ivy G
Mark McAndrew (15.8 ppg, 5.3 rpg) and Damon
Huffman (14.7 ppg, 4.2 apg), a second-team All-Ivy
guard.

THREE-POINTERS: Former Princeton player Sydney
Johnson, who was an assistant at Georgetown, takes
over at his alma mater, replacing Joe Scott. ... Harvard
also has a new coach in Tommy Amaker, who was at
Michigan ... Brown coach Craig Robinson is presidential
candidate Barack Obama’s brother-in-law.

METRO ATLANTIC ATHLETIC
CONFERENCE (MAAC)

FAVORITE: Siena reached the conference title game
last season and returns three of its top four scorers
from a team that beat Niagara and Marist. The Saints
are anchored by the backcourt duo of G Kenny
Hasbrouck (16 ppg) and G Ronald Moore (7.4 ppg, 4.9
apg). Loyola’s transition from 1-27 punch line in 2003-
04 to conference champs could be completed this sea-
son under fourth-year coach Jimmy Patsos. The
Greyhounds’ starting five could be the toughest in the
MAAC, with leading scorer Gerald Brown (22.2 ppg) and
transfer G Joe Miles (10.3 ppg at Marshall) owning the
backcourt and forwards Hassan Fofana (7.8 ppg, 5.8 rpg
in 2005-06) and Omari Isreal (9.1 ppg, 5.7 rpg) clog-
ging up the middle.

CONTENDERS: Niagara’s second league title in three
years was rewarded with the 65th seed in the NCAA
tournament and a spot in the play-in game. Leading
scorer F Charron Fisher (20.6 ppg, 8 rpg) is the only re-
turning starter for the Eagles, who will look to G Tyrone
Lewis (12.3 ppg) following a solid freshman campaign.
Marist will try to top last season’s program-best 25
wins with two starters returning — F Ryan Stilphen
(10.8 ppg, .579 FG) and G Ben Farmer (5.7 ppg).

THREE-POINTERS: Iona went 2-28 last season with
only eight active players. The Gaels return several play-
ers who were injured or ineligible last season. New
coach Kevin Willard, a former Louisville assistant, takes
over ...Fairfield rebounded from a 3-15 start to win 10
of its final 14 games. ...Rider F Jason Thompson (20.1
ppg, 10.1 rpg) scored in double figures in 30 of the
Broncs’ 31 games. ...7-3 C Shagari Alleyne will debut for
Manhattan after transferring from Kentucky.
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MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE

MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE

FAVORITE: Kent State returns six players who spent
considerable time as starters last season, led by presea-
son All-MAC selection F Mike Scott, the only Kent Stater
to start all 35 games. Senior F Haminn Quaintance is
one of the MAC’s better shot blockers. Despite losing its
top scorer, it’s favored to win the East Division. With all
of its starters back, including C Joe Reitz (13.9 ppg, 8.6
rpg), Western Michigan is the favorite to win the West
Division. Ninth on Western’s scoring list, Reitz (1,234
points) needs 553 points to pass Manny Newsome
(1,786) to become the school’s all-time leading scorer.
The Broncos also return MAC Freshman Player of Year
David Kool, a 6-3 guard who averaged 11.4 ppg.

CONTENDERS: Miami coach Charlie Coles, with 175
MAC wins, needs just two wins to pass former Ohio
coach Jim Snyder to move into second on the confer-
ence’s all-time coaching win list. His squad should get
him plenty of wins this season, led by two-time All-MAC
F Tim Pollitz, who finished last season ranked third in
conference scoring (18.1 ppg) and second in field goal
percentage (.629). Toledo will be a factor in the West,
led by G Kashif Payne who was the MAC defensive
player of the year last season.

THREE-POINTERS: With the hiring of new coaches at
Bowling Green (Louis Orr), Ball State (Billy Taylor) and
Northern Illinois (Ricardo Patton), there are now eight
African-American coaches at the 12 MAC schools.
Buffalo returns 11 players from a team that won 12
games last season, but the team will have trouble re-
placing All-MAC C Yassin Idbihi. ...Akron set a school
record for victories last season with 26, but they will
have a challenge replacing MAC Player of the Year
Romeo Travis and G Dru Joyce who was the floor leader.

MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC
CONFERENCE (MEAC)

FAVORITES: Hampton and last year’s regular season
champion, Delaware State, are expected to battle for
first. The Hornets care coming off a 16-2 MEAC cam-
paign and their third consecutive regular-season crown
with conference player of the year Roy Bright (15.3 ppg,
4.9 rpg). The Pirates, who were a mediocre 10-8 in con-
ference play, are banking on F Mike Freeman (14.2 ppg,
6.5 rpg, 67.8 FG percent an NCAA record for freshmen)
and 6-8 F Matthew Pilgrim (11.3 ppg, 5.3 rpg). Freeman
was league Rookie of the Year. The team’s best player,
6-1 G Rashad West, is a senior with the numbers to
back it up (17.8 ppg, 3.6 rpg, 2.6 apg).

CONTENDERS: North Carolina A&T, which has just 39
wins since 2000 before last season’s 10-8 league fin-
ish, will be led by preseason first-team all-MEAC pick
Steven Rush, a 5-11 guard (17.2 ppg), and second-team
pick Jason Wills, a 6-6 forward (13.9 ppg, 7.3 rpg).
Morgan State returns four starters from a 13-18 team
that went 10-8 in conference play.

THREE-POINTERS: Eugene Harris was named coach at
Florida A&M — defending MEAC tournament champion
and second-place finisher in the regular season — just
two months ago. He replaced Mike Gillespie, who was
fired because of a misdemeanor stalking charge.

FAVORITES: Bradley has last year’s leading conference
scorers in G Jeremy Crouch and G Daniel Ruffin, who
averaged 13.8 ppg each. The Braves also will be bol-
stered by four junior college transfers. Southern Illinois
returns three starters to last year’s regular season
champions, led by all-conference and defensive player
of the year F Randal Falker (12.3 ppg, 7.7 rpg, 2.1 bpg).

CONTENDERS: Creighton has the longest postseason
streak in MVC history, appearing in the NIT or NCAA
tournament 10 years in a row. However, the Bluejays’
chemistry will be tested with nine new players. Four of
those players sat out last year as redshirts. Missouri
State loses three starters from last year’s surprising 22-
11 squad, including leading scorer Blake Ahearn. F
Deven Mitchell, who starred last year in a sixth man
role, will look to replace Ahearn’s offense.

THREE-POINTERS: Southern Illinois has the best
home record (79-3) in the nation during the past six
years. ...Creighton has connected on at least one three-
pointer in 433 consecutive games, giving the Bluejays
the longest active streak in the conference. ... Five of
the league’s teams have new coaches: Marty Simmons
at Evansville, Kevin McKenna at Indiana State, Keno
Davis at Drake, Tim Jankovich at Illinois State and
Gregg Marshall at Wichita State.

MOUNTAIN WEST

FAVORITES: BYU is favored to repeat as conference
champion with three starters back, including junior F/C
Trent Plaisted (12.6 ppg, 6.2 rpg, 1.4 bpg), a two-time
all-MWC second-teamer, as well as freshman G Jimmer
Fredette, who averaged 28.8 ppg at Glen Falls (N.Y.)
High School. UNLV lost five seniors from its Sweet 16
team, but the Runnin’ Rebels still have their second-
leading scorer, junior G Wink Adams (13.9 ppg).

CONTENDERS: Former Iowa coach Steve Alford’s ar-
rival at New Mexico has Lobos fans’ hopes running high
over a team anchored by senior guards J.R. Giddens
(15.8 ppg, 6.5 rpg) and Tony Danridge (51 percent from
the field). Utah returns its leading scorer and re-
bounder, junior C Luke Nevill (16.8 ppg, 7.7 rpg).

THREE-POINTERS: Wyoming has the top two returning
scorers in the conference, junior G Brandon Ewing (19.9
ppg) and senior G Brad Jones (18.1 ppg). ... Former Air
Force assistant Jeff Reynolds ascends to the top job for
the Falcons, who lost four starters from a NIT semifinal
team. ...Tim Miles is the new coach at Colorado State af-
ter six years at North Dakota State. ...BYU’s 31-game
winning streak at home ranks second nationally only to
Memphis (32).

Are there any
can’t-miss early
season games?

Check out:

* Arizona at Kansas
on Nov. 25;

+ Gonzaga at Connecti-
cut on Dec. 1;

 North Carolina at
Kentucky on Dec. 1;

 Southern California
vs. Memphis on
Dec. 4;

» Georgetown at
Memphis on Dec. 22.

Any coaching
milestones

on the horizon?
All-time Division I
leader Bob Knight of
Texas Tech needs 10
wins to reach 900, and
Lute Olson of Arizona,
who is second on the
active list, needs 20 for
800. Mike Krzyzewski
of Duke needs 25 for
800. Boh Huggins of
West Virginia needs 10
for 600, while Gary
Williams of Maryland
needs 15 and Tom
Penders of Houston 16.
The closest to 500 is
Rick Pitino of Louisville,
who is six away.
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Who’s the leading
returning scorer?

Reggie Williams of VMI
led the nation last sea-
son at 28.1 points per
game. The senior will
try and become the
ninth player to lead the
country in scoring for at
least two consecutive
seasons. The last to do
it was Keydren Clark of
Saint Peters in 2004
and 2005.

Does anyone make
free throws?

Just about as well as
they have for the last
seven years. That was
the first time Division I
broke 68 percent, a
mark that hadn’t been
reached since 1992.
Since 2000, the per-
centage has stayed over
68, with the last two
seasons just over 69
percent. Two players
will be looking to stay
in impressive company.
Only five players have
finished their career as
90 percent free throw
shooters. A.). Graves of
Butler enters his senior
season shooting 90.3
percent (290-0f-321),
and A.J. Abrams of
Texas enters his junior
year at 90.6 percent
(116-0f-128).

NORTHEAST

PAC-10

FAVORITES: Sacred Heart, conference runner-up a
year ago, looks to build off its first winning season in
Division I. The Pioneers had a balanced attack last sea-
son, with eight players averaging at least 8.4 points per
game. Six of those players return, led by F Joey Henley
(11.1 ppg, 4.5 rpg). Central Connecticut State was domi-
nant in conference last season, going 16-2 in the NEC.
But no team has repeated as league champs since Rider
in 1993-94, and the Blue Devils return just two starters
and one of their top four scorers, G Tristan Blackwood
(17.1 ppg, 4.1 apg).

CONTENDERS: Robert Morris may have a new coach in
former Pitt assistant Mike Rice, but the Colonials return
plenty of scoring options from last season’s 17-11 team.
The team’s top three scorers, A.). Jackson (16.9 ppg, 7.8
rpg), Tony Lee (15.9 ppg, 6.1 rpg, 4.4 apg) and Jeremy
Chappell (14.4 ppg, 5.1 rpg) are back. It’s not confer-
ence play that’s the problem for Mount Saint Mary’s.
The Mountaineers went 9-9 in the NEC last season but
were just 2-9 in non-conference play. Guard play will
lead the way as the team’s top returning scorers are
both in the backcourt, Chris Vann (13.6 ppg) and
Jeremy Goode (10.1 ppg, 5 apg).

THREE-POINTERS: Blackwood made six or more three-
pointers 10 times last season, including 10 in a 40-
point performance vs. Robert Morris. ...CCSU’s two con-
ference losses were the fewest by an NEC team since
the Blue Devils went 19-1 in 2002. ...St. Francis (Pa.)
followed a 15-game losing streak by winning four of its
final five games. ...Monmouth fields a team without a
senior a year after missing the conference tournament
and two years removed from a league title.

OHIO VALLEY

FAVORITES: Austin Peay will try to erase any memory
of its last-second loss in the OVC championship game
and an embarrassing NIT loss to Air Force. That should-
n’t be too difficult, as the Governors return their entire
starting lineup, led by F Drake Reed (15.8 ppg, 6 rpg).
Eastern Kentucky, the team on the winning end of that
thrilling championship game, should be strong once
again with the return of its top two scorers, G Mike
Rose (15.1 ppg) and G Adam Leonard (12.5 ppg).

CONTENDERS: If Murray State can avoid another 2-6
start, it should be able to compete, as its top two scor-
ers return in G Bruce Carter (12.1 ppg) and G Tyler
Holloway (10.6 ppg). Tennessee Tech has won three
regular-season titles in seven years but has failed to
turn any into NCAA tournament berths. The Golden
Eagles will look to the inside-outside game of G
Anthony Fisher (17.2 ppg, 4.3 apg) and F Amadi
McKenzie (13.9 ppg, 7.8 rpg), their only returning
starters, to buck that trend.

THREE-POINTERS: This is Samford’s final season in
the OVC before joining the Southern Conference. ... Five
of the conference’s 11 teams lost at least 20 games last
season. ... An OVC team hasn’t won an NCAA tourna-
ment game since 1989, the longest steak of any
Division I league.

FAVORITES: UCLA seeks a third consecutive trip to the
Final Four, and with returnees such as PG Darren
Collison (12.7 ppg, 5.7 apg), swingman Josh Shipp (13.3
ppg), F Luc Richard Mbah a Moute (8.2 ppg, 7.4 rpg) and
incoming 6-10 C Kevin Love, USA TODAY’s high school
player of the year, the Bruins are legitimate national title
contenders. Washington State’s experienced, defense-
minded squad will be led by do-everything senior G Kyle
Weaver. Three guards — Tajuan Porter (14.6 ppg), Bryce
Taylor (14.1 ppg) and Malik Hairston (11.3 ppg) —
should fuel another strong run by Oregon.

CONTENDERS: Arizona F Chase Budinger (15.6 ppg,
5.8 rpg) was the league’s freshman of the year last sea-
son. Southern California lost its starting backcourt after
last year’s Sweet 16 run, but standout F Taj Gibson
(12.2 ppg, 8.7 rpg) will be joined by freshman hotshot G
0.). Mayo. Stanford returns all five starters, though 7-
foot sophomore C Brook Lopez is academically ineligi-
ble for the first nine games.

THREE-POINTERS: The Pac-10 had six teams in last
year’s NCAA tournament. The same six — UCLA,
Washington State, Oregon, Arizona, USC and Stanford
— begin the season in the USA TODAY/ESPN Coaches’
Poll. ... The players who might be the two best fresh-
men in the country will play not just in the same league
but in the same city — UCLA’s Love and USC’s Mayo.
...Herb Sendek’s second season at Arizona State could
get a much-needed offensive boost from incoming
freshman G James Harden, the team’s first McDonald’s
All-American right out of high school since 1984.

PATRIOT LEAGUE

FAVORITES: Holy Cross has won four conference titles
in the last seven years and is again the favorite despite
losing league player of the year Keith Simmons to grad-
uation. Senior C Tim Clifford (11.7 ppg, 4.6 rpg) leads a
team that returns 12 letterwinners and ranked eighth
nationally in scoring defense last season (57.5 ppg).
Bucknell also boasts a stellar defense (57.8 ppg), but
the Bison must replace C Chris McNaughton. Senior F
Darren Mastropaolo was in line to do just that before
tearing his ACL in a pickup game over the summer. That
loss forces senior G John Griffin (10.5 ppg, 2.8 apg) and
junior C Josh Linthicum (0.6 ppg, 0.6 rpg) to step up.

CONTENDERS: With a deep roster led by the league’s
rookie of the year Marquis Hall (11.0 ppg, 4.2 apg),
Lehigh will possess a balanced attack that will hit the
boards strong and play defense for new coach Brett
Reed. American must replace four starters from last
year’s team that led the league in scoring offense (64.8
ppg), but Gs Derrick Mercer (9.4 ppg, 4.7 apg) and
transfer Frank Borden will keep the Eagles in con-
tention. Army looks for its first winning season since
1984-85 behind senior G Jarell Brown (16.9 ppg, 40.7
3FG percent), who helped the Knights shoot nearly 40
percent as a team from beyond the arc.

THREE-POINTERS: Only Holy Cross and Bucknell fin-
ished above .500 in conference play last season and
the two teams have faced off for the league title in each
of the last three seasons ... Five league schools finished
in the Top 50 in total defense a year ago.
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SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

SOUTHLAND

FAVORITES: Tennessee senior G Chris Lofton’s (20.8
ppg, 3.1 rpg) surprise return has helped the Vols be-
come the league’s preseason favorite. Lofton, Ramar
Smith (10.7 ppg, 3.3 apg) and Wayne Chism (9.1 ppg,
5.2 rpg) form the backbone of UT’s dynamic offense.
Experienced F Ryan Childress and G Josh Tabb should
provide additional rebounding and scoring off the
bench. Kentucky coach Billy Gillispie inherits a program
loaded with backcourt talent, led by Ramel Bradley
(13.4 ppg, 3.8 apg), Joe Crawford (14 ppg, 4 rpg) and
Jodie Meeks, but short on proven post players.
Gillespie’s eleventh-hour signing of Patrick Patterson
gives the Cats a desperately needed front court pres-
ence. But beyond Patterson, the team lacks a reliable
low-post rebounder, blocker and scorer.

CONTENDERS: Florida will defend its back-to-back
NCAA titles with a smattering of freshmen and sopho-
mores to replace all five starters. Taurean Green’s de-
parture gives junior G Walter Hodge (5.7 ppg) the op-
portunity to fulfill his explosive potential, while touted
6-10 Marreese Speights will try to fill Al Horford and
Joakim Noah’s enormous shoes. With only one junior
and no seniors, the Gators’ talented youth corps will
need to mature quickly, but one can never count out a
Billy Donovan squad. Arkansas senior C Steven Hill and
sophomore G Patrick Beverley (13.9 ppg, 4.5 rpg) lead
a team that returns all five starters.
THREE-POINTERS: John Pelphrey is the new coach at
Arkansas while Gillispie takes over for Tubby Smith at
Kentucky. ...The SEC was the first to win the champion-
ship in football, men’s basketball (Florida) and women’s
basketball (Tennessee) in the same school year.

SOUTHERN

FAVORITES: Lamar finished below .500 last season,
but the Cardinals are ready to make a run at conference
power Northwestern State in the East Division. Senior F
Lamar Sanders (12.2 ppg) returns for the Cardinals and
was 12th in the nation in rebounding (9.8). Fs Trey
Gilder (12.1 ppg) and Colby Bargeman (11.1 ppg) return
for the high-scoring Demons. Sam Houston State is the
top team in the West, led by first-team All-SLC F Ryan
Bright (14.8 ppg).

CONTENDERS: After a school-record 26 wins, defend-
ing SLC champ Texas A&M-Corpus Christi isn’t ready to
give up its throne with 7-0 C Chris Daniels (15.3 ppg,
6.7 rpg) in the middle. UT-Arlington C Jermaine Griffin
(13.2 ppg, 6.8 rpg) is the SLC’s top returning shot-
blocker. F Jarvis Bradley (15.1 ppg, 7.3 rpg) is one the
SLC’s best inside scorers and one of four returning
starters for McNeese State.

THREE-POINTERS: Former Tulane and Miami (Fla.)
coach Perry Clark left the broadcast table to become
the second coach in Texas A&M-CC history. Since the
program started in 1999-2000, the Islanders are 134-
91, including three consecutive 20-win seasons. ...
Sanders grabbed 18 rebounds against Central Arkansas
last season and had the SLC’s only triple-double and
the first in school history vs. Louisiana Tech. ... Griffin’s
58 blocks last season were a school record. ... Daniels
could become the fifth player in SLC history to win two
player-of-the-year awards and the third to win back-to-
back awards.

SOUTHWEST ATHLETIC
CONFERENCE (SWAC)

FAVORITES: Last season was supposed to be a re-
building year at Davidson. Instead, the Wildcats reeled
off a school-record 29 wins. All five starters return for
the two-time defending conference champs, including G
Stephen Curry (21.5 ppg, 40.8 3FG percent), who is
coming off a sensational freshman season. G Jason
Richards was second in the nation in assists (249) and
assists per game (7.3). Appalachian State has a solid
frontcourt duo in F Donte Minter (11.5 ppg, 5 rpg) and F
Jeremy Clayton (10.1 ppg, 7.1 rpg), but maturity of the
perimeter players will be a factor.

CONTENDERS: With four starters back, UNC-
Greenshoro will challenge ASU in the North, led by
reigning conference player of the year F Kyle Hines (20.9
ppg, 9 rpg, 2.2 bpg). Chattanooga looks for a big contri-
bution in the backcourt from South Carolina transfer
Stephen McDowell. Conference tournament runner-up
College of Charleston needs to replace three of its top
four scorers.

THREE-POINTERS: If Davidson repeats, it should be
NCAA-tournament-ready with Duke, North Carolina,
N.C. State and UCLA on its schedule. ... The SoCon was
top-heavy last season with only four of 11 teams
(Davidson, ASU, UNC-G, C of C) above .500 overall and
in the league. ... ASU is coming off its first NIT berth in
school history and first postseason appearance since
2000.

FAVORITES: Jackson State returns four players from
last year’s league championship team, including
Catraiva Givens (4.1 apg) and Grant Maxey (8.9 ppg).
The Tigers also welcome freshman Jenirro Bush, a 6-7 G
and top-100 recruit. Grambling State returns its top
five scorers, including league leader Andre’ Ratliff (16.4
ppg) and Anthony Williams, who was granted a medical
redshirt after an injury during 2004-05. Arkansas-Pine
Bluff boasts a stellar front line behind leading scorer
and preseason player of the year William Byrd (13.0
ppg) and 6-10 C Jarvis Gunter, who returns to the
Golden Lions after missing last season due to injury.

CONTENDERS: Alabama A&M returns its top eight
scorers, including the league’s defensive player of the
year in senior C Mickell Gladness (7.6 ppg, 7.6 rpg) and
the freshman of the year Trant Simpson (13.0 ppg).
Mississippi Valley State won the league’s regular sea-
son title last year but loses much of its scoring load.
Senior Stanford Speech (12.3 ppg) is the team’s top re-
turning scorer but coach James Green needs Larry Cox
and Carl Lucas to grow into starting roles.

THREE-POINTERS: Gladness recorded an NCAA-record
16 blocks in one game last season, which helped him
average over six blocks a game for Alabama A&M.
...Robert Moreland returns as coach at Texas Southern,
but the Tigers could get off to a slow start as Moreland
wasn’t officially brought in until early October.

Is there a mid-major
worth keeping an
eye on during the
season?

Davidson gave
Maryland a scare in the
first round of the NCAA
tournament last season,
and the Wildcats have
all the key players back,
including guard
Stephen Curry, who av-
eraged 21.5 points and
3.6 3-pointers as a
freshman. Coach Bob
McKillop put together a
schedule that includes
North Carolina, Duke,
UCLA and North
Carolina State.

Will the Big East and
Big Ten adding con-
ference games make
a difference?

Not really. Both will
play 18 league games,
the same number the
Pac-10 has played for
years. In the Big East, a
school plays a home-
and-home with three
others and the rest of
the conference once. In
the Big Ten, each team
will play eight others
twice, and the other
two once each. It could
hurt your conference
record, but it’s also a
game the computer
rankings will like.
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Can the Big East
set the record by
getting nine NCAA
tournament bids
this season?

The conference’s
coaches will be politick-
ing all season about not
punishing individual
teams because the
league has 16 mem-
bers. They’re still upset
Syracuse was left out in
2007, and many inti-
mate it was because the
committee didn’t want
to pick a seventh Big
East team. Instead of
looking at how many
teams come from each
conference, the Big East
coaches say a percent-
age of teams from a
league is more fair.

Has any team
already been
affected by an
injury?

Alabama was a middle
of the SEC West team
before it learned guard
Ronald Steele, a pre-
season All-America last
season, would miss
2007-08 because of
surgery on both knees.
Steele averaged 14.3
points as a sophomore
and that dropped to 8.6
in an injury-plagued
junior season. He will
graduate in December
and will work on a sec-
ond degree when he re-
turns next season.

AP

SUMMIT LEAGUE

WEST COAST CONFERENCE

FAVORITES: Two-time defending champion Oral
Roberts has two big holes to fill with the loss of all-time
scoring and rebounding leader Caleb Green and guard
Ken Tutt, but the Golden Eagles have three starters and
last season’s league sixth man of the year, Marchello
Vealy, back. ...IUPUI will boast a talented backcourt
trio in redshirt junior George Hill (first-team all-league
in 2005-06 before missing most of last season with a
foot injury), senior Austin Montgomery (league new-
comer of the year last season after transferring from
Bowling Green) and junior Gary Patterson (a transfer
from Butler).

CONTENDER: Oakland also has three starters back
from a team that set a school record for Division I wins
(19). Leading the way is sharpshooter Erik Kangas (43.1
3FG percent), who set a school record with 109 threes
last season.

THREE-POINTERS: The league’s name change (from
Mid-Continent Conference) is only the tip of the ice-
berg. The league lost Valparaiso to the Horizon League
but added independents Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne,
North Dakota State and South Dakota State for a 10-
school lineup. North Dakota State and South Dakota
State are in transition to Division I and won’t be eligi-
ble for the league tournament until 2008-009. ...
Although it can’t be in the league tournament, North
Dakota State will be a big factor in the regular season.
The Bison return four starters from a team that was 20-
8 and fourth in the nation in field goal shooting (.503).
...Saul Phillips (promoted after three seasons as an as-
sistant) at North Dakota State, Matt Brown (former
West Virginia assistant) at Missouri-Kansas City and
Roger Reid (former Brigham Young head coach) at
Southern Utah are the league’s new head coaches.

SUN BELT

FAVORITES: Perennial power Western Kentucky is
picked to finish atop the East Division. Setting the tone
for the Hilltoppers is senior G Courtney Lee, who aver-
aged 17.3 ppg and shot 40.1 percent from three-point
range and 84 percent from the free-throw line last year.
Rejoining Lee in WKU’s backcourt is Tyrone Brazelton
(12.8 ppg). In the West, Louisiana-Monroe gets the nod
with all five starters returning. Junior G Tony Hooper
(15.4 ppg, 1.7 spg) will lead the Warhawks.

CONTENDERS: Defending SBC tournament champion
North Texas should be in the West hunt but must re-
place its top two scorers. Pacing the Mean Green are F
Quincy Williams (10.5 ppg, 7.1 rpg) and C Keith Wooden
(9.2 ppg, 5.2 rpg) and G Ben Bell, who led the team
with 105 assists. Challenging WKU in the East will be
South Alabama, featuring senior Gs Demetric Bennett
(15.5 ppg) and Daon Merritt (12.7 ppg).

THREE-POINTERS: New Orleans senior G Bo McCalebb
(25.0 ppg), the reigning SBC player of the year, has
1,937 career points and needs 383 to break the league
scoring record of 2,319 held by Charlie Bradley of for-
mer member South Florida. ... Former California assis-
tant Joe Pasternack is UNO’s new coach. ... Ronnie
Arrow takes over the South Alabama program.

FAVORITES: By Gonzaga’s lofty standards, the 2006-
07 season wasn’t among its best. While the Zags won
the WCC regular-season and tournament titles, they lost
11games and failed to get past the first round of the
NCAA tournament for the first time in five years. The
bar remains high for Gonzaga, again the team to beat
with the sophomore backcourt duo of Jeremy Pargo
(12.1 ppg, 4.6 apg) and Matt Bouldin (8.9 ppg, 3.1 apg).
Junior F Josh Heytvelt (15.5 ppg, 7.7 rpg), suspended
last year following his arrest on drug possession
charges, has been reinstated but missed practice time
in the preseason with a foot injury. Gonzaga’s always-
challenging non-conference schedule includes
Washington State, Connecticut, Tennessee and
Memphis. The Zags could also meet Texas Tech and
Butler at the Great Alaska Shootout.

CONTENDERS: Saint Mary’s should give the Zags a run
for their money in the conference race. The Gaels return
four starters and will feature a strong frontcourt with
junior F Diamon Simpson (14.1 ppg, 7.7 rpg) and sopho-
more C Omar Samhan, who led all conference freshmen
last year in scoring (9.2 ppg) and rebounding (5.6 rpg).
Also promising: freshman PG Patrick Mills, who made
the Australian national team. San Diego will be led by F
Gyno Pomare (14.9 ppg, 8.3 rpg) and G Brandon
Johnson (12.8 ppg, 4.8 apg).

THREE-POINTERS: Long-time Gonzaga defensive guru
Bill Grier is the new coach at San Diego. ... Kerry
Keating succeeds retired Dick Davey at Santa Clara.

WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

FAVORITES: New Mexico State finished 25-9 last year
and second in the WAC. Justin Hawkins returns as the
team’s leading scorer and rebounder (15.6 ppg, 6.6
rpg), and G Fred Peete (9.5 ppg) returns as the team’s
top shooter. Freshman 6-8 F Herb Pope is expected to
be the league’s best newcomer. The Aggies may miss
All-WAC player Tyrone Nelson, who was kicked off the
team after pleading no contest to charges stemming
from the robbery of a pizza deliveryman. Utah State
was 23-12 last season and has been to the postseason
the past eight seasons. Senior guard Jaycee Carroll re-
turns after deciding not to go to the NBA early. He led
the WAC in scoring (21.3 ppg) and will be helped by the
additions of 6-9, 240-pound Ohio State transfer
Brayden Belland junior college transfer Gary Wilkinson
(18.5 ppg, 8.1 rpg). Nevada had the best record in the
WAC at 29-5 but lost four starters.

CONTENDERS: Fresno State was 22-10 and returns
starters PG Kevin Bell, F Hector Hernandez and G Eddie
Miller plus 2005-06 starter Dwight O’Neil. Two trans-
fers — Bryan Harvey from Louisville and Rekalin Sims
from Kentucky — add scoring punch. Boise State lost
top scorer Coby Karl but has three starters back in PFs
Reggie Larry and Matt Nelson and SF Tyler Tiedeman.

THREE-POINTERS: There are three new coaches: Kerry
Rupp at Louisiana Tech, Marvin Menzies replaces
Reggie Theus at New Mexico State and longtime Hawaii
assistant Bob Nash is the top man in Honolulu.

Gannett News Service
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B IG EAST COMPOSITE SCHEDULE

NOVEMBER
TEAM TIME v

7 at Connecticut 69, Morgan St. 65 [1]

8 at Connecticut 82, Buffalo 57 [1]

9 at Villanova 86, Stony Brook 64
at Pittsburgh 103, Houston Baptist 62 [2]
Cleveland State 73, at USF 70 [3]
at Rutgers 70, Tenn. Tech 64 [4]
at Creighton 74, DePaul 62
Belmont 86, at Cincinnati 75 [5]

10 at Georgetown 68, William & Mary 53
at Pittsburgh 88, North Carolina A&T 61 [2]
at Cincinnati 66, Western Carolina 64 [5]
at Marquette 76, IUPUI 68 7:30 p.m.

11 at Rutgers 79, North Dakota State 67
at Seton Hall 89, Monmouth 81 OT
at Pittsburgh 69, Saint Louis 58 [2]

Bowling Green 69, at Cincinnati 67 [5]

12 Siena at Syracuse [6] 6 p.m. ESPNU
Long Island at Notre Dame ~ 6:30 p.m.

N.C. Central at Rutgers[4] 6:30 p.m.
Utah Valley St. Coll. at Marquette 7 p.m.

13 TBA at Syracuse [6] TBA ESPN
USF at Buffalo 6 p.m.

14 St. Francis (NY) at St. John’s ~ 6:30 p.m.

15 Connecticut vs. TBA [7] TBA ESPN2
Providence at Temple [8] 1:30 p.m.  ESPNU
Miss. Valley at Pittsburgh [2] 6:30 p.m.

Michigan at Georgetown 6:30 p.m. ESPN 360

16 TBA vs. Providence [8] TBA ESPNU
Connecticut vs. TBA [7] TBA ESPN2
USF vs. Rhode Island [3] 1:15 p.m.

Coast. Carolina at Cincinnati 6 p.m.
Fordham at Syracuse 6 p.m.
Arkansas-Mont. at W. Virginia [9] 7 p.m.
Notre Dame at Momouth [10] 7:30 p.m.

17 Hartford at Louisville [11] 11a.m.

Florida Atlantic vs. USF 11a.m.
Northwestern at DePaul 1p.m.
Rutgers at Florida [4] 6 p.m.

18 TBA vs. Notre Dame TBA
TBA vs. Providence [10] TBA
Robert Morris at Seton Hall [12] noon
Jackson St. at Louisville [11] 12:30 p.m.

Prairie View A&M at W. Virginia [9] 2 p.m.
Bucknell at Villanova 4 p.m.
USF vs. Florida State [3] 7:15 p.m.

19 TBA vs. Notre Dame [10] TBA
Marquette vs. Chaminade [13] 1:30 p.m.  ESPN2

20 TBA vs. Marquette [13] TBA
Sacred Heart vs. St. John’s ~ 6:30 p.m.

Dartmouth at Rutgers 6:30 p.m.

Loyola (MD) vs. Seton Hall [12] 7:30 p.m.

Gardner-Webb at Connecticut 7:30 p.m.
in Hartford, Conn.

21 TBA vs. Marquette [13] TBA
TBA vs. Syracuse [6] TBA ESPN2
Georgetown at Ball State 6 p.m.

Louisville at UNLV 8 p.m. Versus

22 Villanova at Central Fla. [14] 6 p.m. ESPN2

23 TBA at Villanova [14] TBA
TBA vs. Syracuse [6] TBA  ESPN/2
Seton Hall vs. Navy [12] 6 p.m.

Buffalo at Pittshurgh [12] 6:30 p.m.
Louisville vs. Brigham Young [11] 8 p.m.
West Virginia vs. Tennessee [9] 8 p.m. Versus

24 TBA vs. West Virginia [9] TBA
TBA vs. Seton Hall [12] TBA

Georgetown’s Roy Hibbert has been named
an All-America selection and the Big East
preseason player of the year. | Ap

TBA vs. Louisville [11] TBA
Fairfield at Cincinnati noon
North Carolina A&T at DePaul 1 p.m.

Youngstown State at Notre Dame 3 p.m.

East Carolina at USF 6p.m.
Harvard at Providence 6:30 p.m.
25 TBA vs. Villanova [14] TBA
Rutgers at Saint Peter’s 1p.m.

Fairleigh Dickinson at St. John’s 1 p.m.

26 Florida A&M at Connecticut 6 p.m.
in Hartford, Conn.
USF at Florida International 6 p.m.
Colgate at Notre Dame 6:30 p.m.
USC Upstate at Cincinnati 7 p.m.
27 Md.-E. Shore at West Virginia 6 p.m.
Maine at Providence 6:30 p.m.
Boston U. at Pittshurgh 6:30 p.m.
28 Georgetown at Old Dominion 6 p.m.
Massachusetts at Syracuse ~ 6:15 p.m.
Seton Hall at Princeton 6:30 p.m.
Long Island at St. John’s 6:30 p.m.
Texas A&M C.C. at DePaul ~ 7:30 p.m.
30 Wis.-Milwaukee at Marquette 7:30 p.m.
DECEMBER
TEAM TIME
1 Winthrop at West Virginia TBA
Cincinnati at UAB TBA
Fairfield at Georgetown noon
Princeton at Rutgers 1p.m.
Miami of Ohio at Louisville 1p.m.

Connecticut vs. Gonzaga [15] 2:30 p.m.

Toledo at Pittsburgh 3p.m.

Providence vs. Boston Coll. [15] 5 p.m.
Clas..

Eastern Michigan at Notre Dame 6 p.m.

Tulane at Syracuse 6 p.m.
Central Fla. at USF 6 p.m.
Penn at Villanova 6 p.m.
Seton Hall at St. Mary’s (Cal.) 6 p.m.
2 St.John’s at Miami FL 3 p.m.
4 Providence at Rhode Island 6 p.m.

Notre Dame at Kansas State [16] 6 p.m.
St. Peter’s at Seton Hall 6:30 p.m.

ESPN Clas.

v

CSTV

ESPN

ESPN

ESPN 360
FSN

ESPN

5 USF at Richmond TBA
Duquesne at Pittshurgh 6 p.m.
Georgetown at Alabama [17] 6 p.m.
Syracuse at Virginia [17] 6:30 p.m.
Lafayette at Rutgers 6:30 p.m.

West Virginia at Auburn [17] 8:30 p.m.
6 Providence vs. S. Carolina [17] 6 p.m.

in Philadelphia

Northeastern at Connecticut 6:30 p.m.

Villanova at LSU [17] 8:30 p.m.
in Philadelphia

8 Dayton at Louisville 1p.m.
DePaul at Kansas 1p.m.
Pittsburgh at Washington 2 p.m.
Marquette at Wisconsin 5p.m.
NIU at Notre Dame 6 p.m.
Duquesne at West Virginia 6 p.m.
UAB at USF 6 p.m.
Rhode Island at Syracuse 6 p.m.
Cincinnati at Illinois State 7 p.m.
Seton Hall at Penn State 7 p.m.

9 Jacksonville at Georgetown noon
Rutgers at Nebraska 2 p.m.
Villanova at Temple 6 p.m.
Brown at Providence 6:30 p.m.

12 Cincinnati at Xavier 6 p.m.
Vanderbilt at DePaul 7 p.m.

13 Rutgers at New Jersey Inst Tech 6 p.m.
14 Hartford at Villanova 6 p.m.
15 Oklahoma State at Pittsburgh  11a.m.

Sacramento State at Marquette 1 p.m.

UMBC at West Virginia 2 p.m.
Louisville vs. Purdue [18] 2:30 p.m.
East Tenn. St. at Syracuse 6 p.m.
Radford at Georgetown 6:30 p.m.
Niagara at St. John’s 6:30 p.m.
UIC at DePaul 7:30 p.m.
16 Quinnipiac at UConn 1p.m.
in Hartford, Conn.
North Carolina at Rutgers 7 p.m.
17 IPFW at Marquette 7 p.m.
18 Colgate at Syracuse 6 p.m.
Marshall at Louisville 6 p.m.
19 West Virginia at Radford 6 p.m.
USF at Wake Forest 6 p.m.
Memphis at Cincinnati 6 p.m.
Sacred Heart at Providence 6:30 p.m.
St. John’s vs. Ohio [19] 9 p.m.
20 DePaul vs. Mississippi [20] ~ 3:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Duke [21] 6 p.m.
21 TBA vs. St. John’s [19] TBA
DePaul at Clemson [20] 1p.m.
Rider at Rutgers 6:30 p.m.
Coppin State at Marquette ~ 7:30 p.m.
22 TBA vs. St. John’s [19]
Georgetown at Memphis 11a.m.
James Madison at Seton Hall noon

Maine at Connecticut in Hartford noon

DePaul vs. La Salle [20] 1p.m.
New Mexico State at Louisville 1 p.m.
Canisius at West Virginia 3 p.m.
Florida State at Providence 3p.m.
San Francisco at Notre Dame 3 p.m.
St. Francis College (NY) at USF 6 p.m.
Cornell at Syracuse 6 p.m.
Columbia at Villanova 6 p.m.
23 Cincinnati at N.C. State 6:30 p.m.
26 Morehead State at Louisville 6 p.m.

27 N.C. State at Seton Hall 6:30 p.m.

ESPNU
ESPN
ESPN2

ESPN2
ESPN2
ESPN
ESPN2
ESPN

FSN
ESPN2

TBS

ESPNU

ESPN2
ESPN Clas.

ESPN

CBS

ESPN

ESPN2

ESPN

ESPN

FSN

ESPNU
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28 Connecticut at Central Fla. 7 p.m. CSTV | 21 Syracuse at Georgetown 6 p.m. ESPN Marquette at St. John’s 6 p.m. ESPN2
Marist at St. John’s [22] 7:30 p.m. Florida Gulf Coast at DePaul 7:30 p.m. West Virginia at Villanova 7 p.m.

29 TBA vs. St. John’s [22] TBA 23 Villanova at Rutgers 6 p.m. ESPNU | 21 Pittsburgh at Notre Dame 6 p.m.  ESPN/2
American at Georgetown noon Louisville at USF 6 p.m. 23 Cincinnati at Georgetown 11a.m. Ch. 23
Savannah State at Marquette 1 p.m. Pittsburgh at St. John’s 6 p.m. Connecticut at Villanova 11a.m. ESPN
Manhattan at Rutgers 1p.m. Connecticut at Cincinnati 6:30 p.m. Rutgers at Marquette 1p.m.

Iona at Louisville 2 p.m. West Virginia at Marshall 7 p.m. St. John’s at Duke 3p.m. CBS
DePaul at Detroit-Mercy 3 p.m. 24 Seton Hall at Providence 6 p.m. ESPN/2 Providence at West Virginia 6 p.m.

Oklahoma at West Virginia 5p.m. ESPN2 | 26 Notre Dame at Villanova 11a.m. Ch.23 DePaul at Seton Hall 7 p.m. Ch.23
La Salle at Villanova 6p.m.  ESPNU Connecticut at Indiana noon CBS | 24 Louisville at Pittshurgh 11a.m. Ch. 23
Brown at Notre Dame 6 p.m. St. John’s at Louisville 2:30 p.m. Syracuse at Notre Dame 1p.m. CBS
Winston-Salem State at USF 6 p.m. Rutgers at Pittsburgh 5p.m. ESPN Clas. | 25 Marquette at Villanova 6 p.m. ESPN
Pittsburgh at Dayton 7 p.m. ESPN2 Georgetown at West Virginia 6 p.m. ESPN | 26 Seton Hall at USF 6 p.m. ESPN 360
Miami of Ohio at Cincinnati 7 p.m. DePaul at Marquette 7p.m.  ESPNU Connecticut at Rutgers 6:30 p.m.

30 Northeastern at Syracuse noon 27 Cincinnati at Seton Hall 11a.m. 27 Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 6:30 p.m.

31 Delaware St. at Seton Hall noon 27 Providence at Syracuse 1p.m. St. John’s at Georgetown 8 p.m. ESPNU
North Florida at Notre Dame noon 28 Louisville at Connecticut 6 p.m. ESPN West Virginia at DePaul 8 p.m. ESPN2
Saint Peter’s at Providence 1p.m. 29 USF at Marquette 7 p.m. 28 Notre Dame at Louisville 7p.m.  ESPN/2
Fordham at Georgetown 1p.m. 30 Villanova at Pittsburgh 6 p.m.  ESPNU

Cincinnati at West Virginia 6 p.m. ESPN2 MARCH

lANUARY Georgetown at St. John’s 6 p.m. TEAM TIME ™v
TEAM TIME v Syracuse at DePaul 7:30 p.m. Ch.23 | 1 West Virginia at Connecticut ~ 11a.m.

1 Cincinnati at Louisville 1:30 p.m. ESPN Seton Hall at Rutgers 8 p.m. Pittsburgh at Syracuse 11a.m. ESPN

2 Lafayette at Pittshurgh 6p.m.  ESPNU | 31 Providence at Notre Dame 6 p.m.  ESPN/2 Georgetown at Marquette 1p.m. CBS
St. John’s at Syracuse 6 p.m. Seton Hall at St. John’s 3 p.m.

Rutgers at USF spm. tspn2 | FEBRUARY USF at Rutgers 6:30 p.m. ESPN 360

3 Connecticut at Seton Hall 6 p.m. TEAM TIME TV | 2 Providence at Cincinnati 11a.m.  ESPNU
West Virginia at Notre Dame 6 p.m. ESPN2 | 2 Seton Hall at Georgetown 11a.m. Notre Dame at DePaul noon Ch. 23
Providence at Marquette 8 p.m. Marquette at Cincinnati 11a.m. Villanova at Louisville 3 p.m. CBS
Villanova at DePaul 8 p.m. ESPN2 Syracuse at Villanova 11a.m. ESPN | 3 Pittsburgh at West Virginia 6 p.m. ESPN

5 USF at Syracuse 11a.m. Ch.23 Pittsburgh at Connecticut noon CBS | 4 Florida Gulf Coast at Marquette 7 p.m.

Morgan State at Seton Hall noon Rutgers at Louisville 2 p.m. 5 Syracuse at Seton Hall 6 p.m. ESPN2
Georgetown at Rutgers 1p.m. DePaul at Notre Dame 5 p.m. ESPN Clas. St. John’s at Notre Dame 6:30 p.m.
Louisville at Kentucky 3 p.m. CBS West Virginia at Providence 6 p.m. USF at Villanova 7 p.m.
Cincinnati at St. John’s 5 p.m. ESPN Clas. St. John’s at USF 6 p.m. 6 Connecticut at Providence 6 p.m.  ESPN/2
Providence at DePaul 7 p.m.ESPN Clas. | 4 Louisville at Marquette 6 p.m. ESPN DePaul at Cincinnati 6:30 p.m. ESPN 360
Connecticut at Notre Dame 8 p.m. ESPN Villanova at St. Josephs 7 p.m. CSTV | 8 West Virginia at St. John’s 11a.m.

6 Pittsburgh at Villanova 11a.m. 5 USF at Georgetown 6:30 p.m. Louisville at Georgetown 11a.m. CBS
Marquette at West Virginia 1p.m. DePaul at Providence 6:30 p.m. Ch. 23 Marquette at Syracuse 1p.m. ESPN

8 St.John’s at Connecticut 6 p.m. 6 Connecticut at Syracuse 6 p.m. ESPN Cincinnati at Connecticut 3 p.m.
Georgetown at DePaul 8p.m.  ESPNU Notre Dame at Seton Hall ~ 6:30 p.m. Notre Dame at USF 7 p.m. ESPN 360
Seton Hall at Marquette 8 p.m. St. John’s at Rutgers 6:30 p.m. ESPN360 Villanova at Providence 6:30 p.m.

9 Rutgers at Providence 6:30 p.m. 7 West Virginia at Pittsburgh 6 p.m. ESPN/2 | 9 DePaulat Pittsburgh 11a.m. Ch.23
Pittsburgh at USF 6:30 p.m. ESPN2 | 9 Providence at St. John’s 11a.m. Rutgers at Seton Hall 1p.m.

Syracuse at Cincinnati 7 p.m. Marquette at Notre Dame 11a.m. ESPN

10 West Virginia at Louisville 6 p.m.  ESPN/2 USF at DePaul 1p.m.  ESPNU | [1] Coaches vs Cancer

12 DePaul at St. John’s 11a.m. Ch.23 Georgia Tech at Connecticut 3 p.m. ESPN | 2] Hispanic College Fund Clas.sic
Connecticut at Georgetown 1p.m. ESPN Cincinnati at Rutgers 5 p.m. ESPN Clas. [3] Glenn Wilkes Clas.sic
Seton Hall at Pittsburgh 1p.m. Seton Hall at Villanovall 5p.m.  ESPNU [4] Blue Ribbon Clas.sic
Notre Dame at Marquette 1p.m. Georgetown at Louisville 8 p.m. ESPN : :

USF at Providence 3 p.m. 11 Villanova at Georgetown 6 p.m. ESPN Fé} Zﬁggeggz:l%gg}sm
Villanova at Cincinnati 6 p.m. ESPNU | 12 Marquette at Seton Hall 6:30 p.m. [7] Coaches vs Cancer (in New York)

13 Louisville at Rutgers 11a.m. Providence at Pittshurgh 6:30 p.m. AR .
Syracuse at West Virginia ~ 1:30 p.m.  ESPNU Louisville at DePaul 8p.m.  ESPNU [8] ESPNU Puerto Rico Tip-Off (San Juan, Puerto Rico)

14 Georgetown at Pittsburgh 6 p.m. ESPN | 13 Notre Dame at Connecticut 6pm. ESPNU | [9]Legends Tournament (Newark, N.J.)

15 Cincinnati at Notre Dame 6p.m.  ESPNU Syracuse at USF 6 p.m. [10] Paradise Jam .(St'_ Thomas, U.S.V.1.)

16 Rutgers at Syracuse 6 p.m. St. John’s at Cincinnati 6p.m.  ESPN2 | [11]Las Vegas Invitational
DePaul at Villanova 8p.m.  ESPNU | 14 Rutgers at West Virginia 6p.m.  ESPN/2 | [12]Philly Clas.sic (Newark, N.J.)

17 Marquette at Louisville 6p.m. ESPN/2 | 15 Pittsburgh at Marquette 8 p.m. ESPN | [13] Maui Invitational (Maui, Hawaii)

St. John’s at West Virginia 6 p.m. 16 Georgetown at Syracuse 11a.m. ESPN | [14] Old Spice Clas.sic (Orlando, Fla.)
Providence at Connecticut 6 p.m. Connecticut at USF 11a.m. Ch.23 | [15] Hall of Fame Clas.sic (Boston, Mass.)
USF at Seton Hall 6:30 p.m. Louisville at Providence 1p.m. ESPN | [16] Jimmy V Clas.sic (New York, N.Y.)

19 Villanova at Syracuse 11 a.m. ESPN Villanova at St. John’s 7 p.m. ESPN Clas. | [17] BIG EAST/SEC Invitational
Notre Dame at Georgetown 11a.m. 17 Notre Dame at Rutgers 11a.m. [18] Wooden Tradition
Rutgers at DePaul 1p.m.  ESPNU Seton Hall at West Virginia 1p.m. [19] Rainbow Clas.sic (Honolulu)

Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 3p.m. 18 Georgetown at Providence 3p.m.  ESPN2 | [20] San Juan Shootout (San Juan, Puerto Rico)
Louisville at Seton Hall 7 p.m. Syracuse at Louisville 6 p.m. ESPN | [21] Aeropostale All-America Clas.sic (New York, N.Y.)

20 Marquette at Connecticut noon 19 DePaul at Connecticut 6 p.m.  ESPNU [22] Aeropostale Holiday Festival

West Virginia at USF 1p.m. 20 USF at Cincinnati 6 p.m. ESPNU
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NOVEMBER

TEAM
9 at Iowa 58, Idaho State 43
at Michigan 82, Radford 55
10 at Minnesota 84, Army 52
11 at Illinois 63, Northeastern 55
at Michigan 72, Brown 57
at Wisconsin 83, IPFW 55
12 UT-Chattanooga at Indiana 6 p.m.
UW-Green Bay at Ohio State [15] 8 p.m.
St. Francis at Penn State 6 p.m.
13 Colum./Del. St. at Ohio State [15] 8 p.m.
Chicago St at Michigan St.[7] 6 p.m.
14 N. Michigan/ULM at Mich. State [7]6 p.m.

TIME

Northern Colorado at Iowa 8 p.m.
15 Michigan at Georgetown 6:30 p.m.
Stanford at Northwestern 7 p.m.
Bethune-Cookman at Purdue 6 p.m.

Savannah State at Wisconsin [14] 8 p.m.

16 Illinois at Hawaii 12 a.m.
Canisius at Penn State 6 p.m.
Florida A & M at Wisconsin [14] 7 p.m.

17 Northwestern at DePaul 1p.m.
Colorado at Wisconsin [14] 7 p.m.

18 Longwood at Indiana 11a.m.
Florida-Gulf Coast at Iowa [18] 1 p.m.

19 Arizona State vs. Illinois [1] 10:30 p.m.

TBD vs. Michigan State [8] TBD
20 Princeton/Duke vs. Illinois [1]3/8:30 p.m.
Benedictine at Northwestern TBD
UNC-Wilmington at Indiana 6 p.m.
Md-Eastern Shore at Iowa [18] 8 p.m.

TBD vs. Michigan State [8] TBD
Minnesota at Iowa State 7 p.m.
Lipscomb at Purdue 8 p.m.
21 TBD vs. Illinois [1]
Butler vs. Michigan [6] 6:30 p.m.
TBD at Ohio State [16] 6/8 p.m.
22 TBD at Michigan TBD
S. Carolina vs. Penn State [11] 11a.m.
23 Illinois State vs. Indiana [5] 7:30 p.m.
Bradley vs. Iowa [19] 6:30 p.m.
Michigan vs. TBD [6] TBD
TBD at Ohio State [16] 3:30/6 p.m.
N.C. State/Rider [11] 9:30/11:30 a.m.
vs. Penn St.
24 Xavier/Kent vs. Indiana [5] 4/6:30 p.m.
Vanderbilt/Utah State vs. Iowa [19] TBD
Michigan vs. TBD [6] TBD

Oakland at Michigan State 3 p.m.
Central Michigan at Minnesota 7 p.m.
Brown at Northwestern 11 p.m.
Loyola, IL at Purdue 1p.m.
Georgia at Wisconsin 5:30 p.m.
25 TBD vs. Penn State [11] TBD
VMI at Ohio State 7 p.m.
26 Wake Forest at Iowa [1] 6 p.m.
27 Georgia Tech at Indiana [1] 6 p.m.

Minnesota at Florida State [1] 6:30 p.m.
Northwestern at Virginia [1] 6 p.m.
Purdue at Clemson [1] 8:30 p.m.
Wisconsin at Duke [1] 8 p.m.
28 Illinois at Maryland [1] 6:30 p.m.
Boston College at Michigan [1] 6 p.m.
N.C. State at Michigan State [1] 6 p.m.

v

BTN
ESPN2
BTN
ESPN
ESPNU
ESPNU
BTN

BTN
BTN
BTN

ESPN360
BTN

BTN

BTN

BTN
ESPN2
ESPNU/2
ESPN/U
BTN

BTN

BTN
ESPN2

BTN

TBD ESPN/2/U

ESPN
ESPN2
ESPN
ESPN2
BTN
CSTV
ESPN
ESPN2
ESPN2

BTN

ESPN
BTN
ESPN360
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN2/U
BTN
ESPN2
ESPN
ESPN2
ESPNU
ESPN2
ESPN
ESPN2
ESPNU
ESPN

Kelvin Sampson begins his second season as head coach at Indiana | oM STRICKLAND~AP

North Carolina at Ohio State [1] 8 p.m.
Va. Tech at Penn State [1] 8:30 p.m.
30 Louisiana-Monroe at Iowa [20] 8 p.m.

DECEMBER

1 Savannah State at Northwestern 11 a.m.

Weber State at Illinois 4 p.m.
Indiana at Southern Illinois  8:30 p.m.

EIU/Rice at Iowa [20] 5:45/8
Michigan at Harvard £4:30 p.m.
Jacksonville at Michigan State 6 p.m.
Ohio State at Butler 6:30 p.m.
Penn State at St. Joseph’s TBD
Indiana State at Purdue 2 p.m.
UC Riverside at Minnesota 11a.m.

3 Tennessee State at Indiana 6 p.m.

ESPN
ESPN2
BTN

BTN
BTN
ESPNU
BTN
ESPNU
BTN
ESPNU

BTN
BTN
BTN

Wofford at Wisconsin 7 p.m. ESPN2
Arkansas State at Northwestern 6 p.m. BTN
North Dakota State at Minnesota 8 p.m. BTN
Michigan State at Bradley 8 p.m.

Iowa at Northern Iowa 7 p.m.

Ball State at Purdue 6 p.m. BTN
Arizona vs. Illinois [3] 11 p.m. ESPN
Kentucky at Indiana 3 p.m. Ch.2
Iowa at Iowa State 1p.m.  ESPNU
Michigan at Duke 1p.m. Ch.2
Colorado State at Minnesota 7 p.m. ESPN360
Northwestern at W. Michigan 1 p.m.

Seton Hall at Penn State 7 p.m. BTN
Purdue at Missouri 3 p.m. ESPN2
Marquette at Wisconsin 5p.m. ESPN2
Michigan State at BYU 3 p.m.
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10 Coppin State at Ohio State
12 Oakland at Michigan

7 p.m.
6 p.m.

South Dakota State at Minnesota 7 p.m.

Princeton at Penn State 6 p.m.
Wisconsin at UW-Milwaukee 7 p.m.
14 Drake at Iowa 7 p.m.
15 Western Carolina at Indiana 7 p.m.
Central Michigan at Michigan 1 p.m.

[UPUI-Ft. Wayne at Mich. St. 4:30 p.m.

Presbyterian at Ohio State 11a.m.
Denver at Penn State noon
Louisville vs. Purdue [12] 2:30 p.m.
UW-Green Bay at Wisconsin 5p.m.
16 Northwestern at Chicago State 7 p.m.
17 Western Carolina at Illinois 7 p.m.
Texas Southern at Purdue 6 p.m.
18 Ohio State at Cleveland State 6 p.m.

19 San Jose State at Michigan State 7 p.m.

Wofford at Purdue 6 p.m.
20 Miami of Ohio at Illinois 6 p.m.
Howard at Northwestern 8 p.m.
22 Illinois vs. Missouri [4] 7:30 p.m.
Coppin State at Indiana 11a.m.
UCLA at Michigan 1p.m.
Texas at Michigan State[9]  5:30 p.m.
Santa Clara at Minnesota 6 p.m.
Florida at Ohio State 3 p.m.
Iowa State vs. Purdue [17]  9:30 p.m.
Valparaiso at Wisconsin 7:30 p.m.

23 Colgate at Penn State
Alabama/Missouri State  7/10:30 p.m.
vs. Purdue [17]

28 Loyola, MD at Illinois 8 p.m.
Nicholls State vs. Minnesota [10] 7 p.m.

29 Chicago State at Indiana 6 p.m.
SE Louisiana at Iowa 8 p.m.
UW-Green Bay at Michigan State 3 p.m.
Kennesaw St.vs. Minnesota [10] 7 p.m.
Md.-Baltimore Co.at Ohio State 1 p.m.

BTN
BTN
BTN

ESPNU

BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPNU
BTN
BTN
Ch.2
BTN

BTN
ESPNU

BTN
ESPNU
BTN
BTN
ESPN
BTN
Ch.2
ESPN2
ESPNU
Ch.2

BTN

1p.m. ESPN360

BTN
BTN
BTN
BTN

BTN

Florida International at Purdue 11a.m. ESPN360

Wisconsin at Texas 10 a.m.
30 Tennessee State at Illinois 3 p.m.
Minnesota at UNLV [10] 6 p.m.
31 Lehigh at Penn State noon
ANUARY
l Wisconsin at Michigan 6 p.m.
Penn State at Northwestern 8 p.m.
Indiana at Iowa 8 p.m.
3 Ohio State at Illinois 7 p.m.
5 Michigan at Purdue 1p.m.
Minnesota at Michigan State 7 p.m.
Iowa at Wisconsin 11a.m.
6 Northwestern at Ohio State 11a.m.
Penn State at Illinois 1p.m.
8 Indiana at Michigan 6 p.m.
Purdue at Michigan State 8 p.m.
9 Iowa at Ohio State 6 p.m.
Northwestern at Minnesota 8 p.m.
10 Illinois at Wisconsin 8 p.m.
12 Minnesota at Penn State 1p.m.
Ohio State at Purdue 3 p.m.
Michigan at Northwestern ~ 5:30 p.m.
Michigan State at Iowa 7:30 p.m.
13 Illinois at Indiana 12/3:30 p.m.
15 Ohio State at Michigan State 6 p.m.

ESPN2
BTN

BTN

BTN
ESPN2
BTN
ESPN
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN/2
BTN
BTN
BTN
BTN
Ch.2
ESPN

Wisconsin at Penn State 8 p.m.
16 Purdue at lowa 6 p.m.
Michigan at Illinois 8 p.m.
17 Indiana at Minnesota 8 p.m.
19 Illinois at Purdue 1p.m.
Iowa at Michigan 6 p.m.
Northwestern at Wisconsin 7 p.m.
Ohio State at Tennessee 2:30 p.m.
20 Penn State at Indiana 1p.m.
Michigan State at Minnesota ~ 3 p.m.
22 Michigan at Wisconsin 6 p.m.
Illinois at Ohio State 8 p.m.
23 Purdue at Penn State 6 p.m.
Iowa at Indiana 8 p.m.

24 Michigan State at Northwestern 8 p.m.

26 Connecticut at Indiana noon
Wisconsin at Purdue 3 p.m.
Penn State at Iowa 5 p.m.
Minnesota at Ohio State 7 p.m.

27 Michigan at Michigan State 11a.m.
Northwestern at Illinois 7 p.m.

29 Ohio State at Penn State 6 p.m.

30 Iowa at Purdue 6 p.m.
Illinois at Michigan State 8 p.m.

Texas-Pan Am. at Northwestern 7 p.m.

31 Minnesota at Michigan 6 p.m.
Indiana at Wisconsin 8 p.m.
FEBRUARY
2 Purdue at Illinois 2:30 p.m.
Ohio State at Iowa 5p.m.
Michigan State at Penn State 7 p.m.
3 Northwestern at Indiana 11a.m.
Wisconsin at Minnesota 1p.m.
5 Michigan at Ohio State 6 p.m.
Penn State at Purdue 8 p.m.
6 Minnesota at Northwestern 6 p.m.
Wisconsin at Iowa 8 p.m.
7 Indiana at Illinois 8 p.m.
9 Iowa at Minnesota 1p.m.
Penn State at Michigan 3 p.m.

Northwestern at Michigan State 6 p.m.

Purdue at Wisconsin 8 p.m.
10 Indiana at Ohio State noon
12 Michigan State at Purdue 6 p.m.
Illinois at Minnesota 8 p.m.
13 Wisconsin at Indiana 6 p.m.
Ohio State at Northwestern 8 p.m.
14 Michigan at Iowa 8 p.m.
16 Minnesota at Wisconsin 1p.m.
Purdue at Northwestern 3 p.m.
Illinois at Penn State 6 p.m.
Michigan State at Indiana 8 p.m.
17 Ohio State at Michigan noon
19 Purdue at Indiana 6 p.m.
Northwestern at Iowa 8 p.m.
20 Penn State at Michigan State 6 p.m.
Wisconsin at Illinois 8 p.m.
21 Michigan at Minnesota 8 p.m.
23 Indiana at Northwestern 7 p.m.
*Wisconsin at Ohio State or ~ 1/3 p.m.
*Illinois at Michigan or 1/3 p.m.
*Towa at Michigan State 1/3 p.m.
24 *Wisconsin at Ohio State or 3p.m.
*Illinois at Michigan or 3 p.m.
*Towa at Michigan State 3p.m.

BTN
BTN
ESPN/2
ESPN
BTN
BTN
Ch.2
BTN
BTN
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN/2
Ch.2
ESPN
BTN
BTN
Ch.2
BTN
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN/2

BTN
BTN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN/2
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
Ch.2
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN/2
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN
Ch.2
ESPN
BTN
BTN
BTN
ESPN/2
BTN
ESPN/BTN
ESPN/BTN
ESPN/BTN
Ch.2
Ch.2
Ch.2

Penn State at Minnesota 1p.m. BTN
26 Ohio State at Indiana 6 a.m. ESPN

Northwestern at Michigan 8 p.m. BTN
27 Iowa at Penn State 6 p.m. BTN

Minnesota at Purdue 8 p.m. BTN
28 Michigan State at Wisconsin 8p.m.  ESPN/2
MARCH

Michigan at Penn State 7 p.m. BTN

Northwestern at Purdue 1p.m. BTN

*Qhio State at Minnesota, or  3/5 p.m. ESPN/ BTN
*Illinois at Iowa 3/5 p.m. ESPN/ BTN
2 *Indiana at Michigan State, or 11 a.m./ BTN/Ch. 2/

1/3 p.m. ESPN

*Qhio State at Minnesota, or 1p.m. Ch.2
*Illinois at Iowa 1p.m. Ch.2

4 *TBD at TBD 6 p.m. ESPN
*TBD at TBD 8 p.m. BTN

5 *Penn State at Wisconsin TBD BTN
*Minnesota at Indiana TBD BTN
*Purdue at Ohio State TBD BTN
*Michigan State at Illinois TBD BTN
*Towa at Northwestern TBD BTN

6 *TBD at TBD TBD BTN
*TBD at TBD 8p.m.  ESPN/2

8 Minnesota at Illinois 11a.m. BTN
*Purdue at Michigan, or 2 p.m. BTN
*Indiana at Penn State 2 p.m. BTN
Wisconsin at Northwestern 4 p.m. BTN

1/3 p.m. ESPN/Ch. 2
1/3 p.m. ESPN/Ch. 2
11a.m. BTN
11/1/3 p.m. TBA

9 *Purdue at Michigan, or
*Indiana at Penn State
Wisconsin at Northwestern
*Mich. State at Ohio State

* Dates and time of games to be determined
by television

[1] Big Ten/ACC Challenge

[2] EA Sports Maui Invitational, Lahaina Civic Center,
Maui, Hawai’i

[3] Lexus December to Remember Clas.sic, United
Center, Chicago, Illinois

[4] Busch Braggin’ Rights, Scottrade Center, St. Louis,
Missouri

[5] Chicago Invitational Challenge, Sears Centre,
Hoffman Estates, Illinois

[6] Carrs/Safeway Great Alaska Shootout, Anchorage,
Alaska

[7] CBE Clas.sic, Breslin Center, East Lansing,
Michigan

[8] CBE Clas.sic Semifinals & Finals, Kansas City,
Missouri

[9] Spartan Clas.h, Auburn Hills, Michigan

[10] Duel in the Desert, Las Vegas, Nevada

[11] Old Spice Clas.sic, Orlando, Florida

[12] Wooden Tradition, Indianapolis, Indiana

[13] Las Vegas Clas.sic, West Lafayette, Indiana

[14] America’s Youth Clas.sic, Kohl Center, Madison,
Wisconsin

[15] Preseason NIT, Value City Arena, Columbus, Ohio

[16] Preseason NIT Semifinals & Finals, Madison
Square Garden, New York, New York

[17] Las Vegas Clas.sic, Las Vegas, Nevada

[18] South Padre Invitational, Iowa City, Iowa

[19] South Padre Invitational, South Padre, Texas

[20] Hawkeye Challenge, Iowa City, Iowa



