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P R E DICT I 0 N s Here are our Sun-Times experts’ picks for today’s
first-round games. How do they stack up with your picks?
RICK JAY GREG HERB ELLIOTT YOUR
TELANDER | MARIOTTI COUCH GOuLD HARRIS PICK

11:20 a.m. Xavier (27-6) vs. Georgia (17-16)

11:25 a.m. Kansas (31-3) vs. Portland State (23-9)

11:30 a.m. Michigan State (25-8) vs. Temple (21-12)

1:30 p.m. Marquette (24-9) vs. Kentucky (18-12)

1:50 p.m.* Purdue (24-8) vs. Baylor (21-10)

1:55 p.m.* UNLV (26-7) vs. Kent State (28-6)

2p.m.* Pittsburgh (26-9) vs. Oral Roberts (24-8)

3p.m.*  Stanford (26-7) vs. Cornell (22-5)

6:10 p.m. USC (21-11) vs. Kansas State (20-11)

6:10 p.m. Duke (27-5) vs. Belmont (25-8)

6:20 p.m. Washington St.(24-8) vs. Winthrop (22-11)

6:25 p.m. BYU (27-7) vs. Texas A&M (24-10)

8:40 p.m.* Wisconsin (29-4) vs. Cal State Fullerton (24-8)

8:40 p.m.* West Virginia (24-10) vs. Arizona (19-14)

8:50 p.m.* Notre Dame (24-7) vs. George Mason (23-10)

8:55 p.m.* UCLA (31-3) vs. Miss. Valley St. (17-15)
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FUN & GAMES

Not satisfied with filling out your bracket?
Here are 12 NCAA propositions for you to ponder.

1. Who will have more points in today’s
game? (6:10 p.m. start)

[] Michael Beasley, Kansas State
(1 0.J. Mayo, USC

2. What game will be the biggest
blowout of the day?

Duke vs. Belmont

Kansas vs. Portland State
Stanford vs. Cornell

UCLA vs. Mississippi Valley State
Other

Oooogdg

3. What game will be the game of the
day (or the one to lead SportsCenter)?

[J USCvs. Kansas State

[] Notre Dame vs. George Mason
[J  West Virginia vs. Arizona

[J Other

4. What game will have the highest
overall points?

Duke vs. Belmont

Kansas vs. Portland State
Notre Dame vs. George Mason
USC vs. Kansas State.

Purdue vs. Baylor

Other

OO0odoon

5. What game will have the lowest
overall points?

Xavier vs. Georgia

Kent State vs. UNLV

Pittsburgh vs. Oral Roberts
UCLA vs. Mississippi Valley State
Other

Ooogdg

6. What will be the lowest seed to win

[J No. 10 Arizona

[] No. 11 Kansas State
[J No. 11 Baylor

] No. 12 George Mason
[ No. 13 Winthrop

[J No. 13 Oral Roberts

7. What major conference will have the
most wins today?

[ Big East (Marquette, Notre Dame,
Pittsburgh, West Virginia play today)

[ BigTen (Purdue, Michigan State,
Wisconsin)

[] Big 12 (Kansas, Kansas State, Baylor,
Texas A&M)

[J Pac-10 (Arizona, Stanford, UCLA,
Washington State)

8. What major conference will have the
most losses today?

(] Big East (Marquette, Notre Dame,
Pittsburgh, West Virginia play today)

(] BigTen (Purdue, Michigan State,
Wisconsin)

[] Big12 (Kansas, Kansas State, Baylor,
Texas A&M)

[J Pac-10 (Arizona, Stanford, UCLA,
Washington State)

9. How many overtimes will be played
today?

[] Zero
01
[l 2ormore

10. How many buzzer-beating shots will
occur today? (end of game, not
halftime)

[] Zero

01

[J 2ormore

11. ESPN analyst Digger Phelps is
known for matching his ties with his
highlighter (known as the tie-lighter).
What color will he wear today?

[J Yellow [J Green
L] Orange L] Purple
[J Pink L[] Blue
] Other

12. What color sweater will ESPN
“media consultant” Bob Knight wear
today?

[J Black [J Red
] Green [J Brown
J Yellow [J Other

TODAY’S ODDS

AT WASHINGTON

Favorite Spread Over/under Underdog
Duke 20 1531 Belmont
West Virginia 2 137 Arizona
Xavier 8v2 1291 Georgia
Purdue 3 141 Baylor

AT OMAHA, NEB.

Kansas 22y 146 Portland St.
Kent St. 2 1251 UNLV
Wisconsin 1115 133v> CS-Fullerton
usc 31 141 Kansas St.
AT DENVER

Notre Dame 61/ 142 Geo. Mason
Washington St. 9 112v> Winthrop
Michigan St. 7 13415 Temple
Pittsburgh 8v2 128 Oral Roberts
AT ANAHEIM, CALIF.

Stanford 141 136 Cornell
Marquette 6 130 Kentucky
UCLA 32 122 Mvsu
Texas A&M 11> 129 BYU
FRIDAY’S ODDS

AT TAMPA, FLA.

Clemson 6 1431 Villanova
Vanderbilt 62 1531 Siena

Drake 4 1391 W. Kentucky
Connecticut 11 130 San Diego
AT RALEIGH, N.C.

North Carolina 25 150 Mt. St. Mary’s
Indiana 115 1391 Arkansas
Georgetown 161> 129v> UMBC
Davidson 2 140 Gonzaga
AT N. LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

Memphis 241> 142 TX-Arlington
Mississippi St. 212 143 Oregon
Texas 151> 140 Austin Peay
Miami 1 137 St. Mary’s
AT BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

Tennessee 191 141 AmericanU.
Butler 4 1251 S. Alabama
Louisville 13 1461 Boise St.
Oklahoma 1 127 St. Joseph’s

By Glantz-Culver
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11:20 A.m. WEST REGIONAL

At The Verizon Center, Washington D.C.

NO. 3 XAVIER

vs. NO. 14 GEORGIA

XAVIER

Nickname: Musketeers.
Location: Cincinnati.
Record: 27-6, 14-2.

Bid: Atlantic 10 at-large.

Coach: Sean Miller, 1-2 in two
NCAA appearances.

Overview: Xavier enters the
tournament as a dangerous
squad, having won nine
games this season against
teams in the RPI’s top 50.
Led by senior guard Drew
Lavender, the Musketeers can
shoot from anywhere on the
floor and averaged almost 40
percent from 3-point range
and 48.1 percent from the
field. Plus, they held oppo-
nents to just over 40 percent
shooting and outrebounded
them by an average of six
boards a game. Should they
find themselves in a close
game in the tournament, free-
throw shooting shouldn’t be a
problem as they shot 75 per-
cent as a team from the char-
ity stripe.

Best wins: Indiana, Kansas
State, Kent State, Dayton.

STARTERS:

* F Derrick Brown, 6-8, So.
(10.9 ppg, 6.5 rpg, 59.5 FG
percent)

* FC.). Anderson, 6-6, Jr.
(10.6 ppg, 6.1 rpg, 53.0 FG
percent)

+ CJason Love, 6-9, So. (6.1
ppg, 5.4 rpg, 55.6 FG per-
cent)

* G Drew Lavender, 5-7, Sr.
(10.8 ppg, 4.4 apg, 85.3 FT
percent, 40.2 3FG percent)

+ G Stanley Burrell, 6-3, Sr.
(9.9 ppg, 3.8 apg, 84.4 FT
percent, 40.0 3FG percent)

Reserves: F Josh Duncan, 6-9,

Sr. (11.6 ppg, 4.6 rpg, 42.7

3FG percent); G/F B.).

Raymond, 6-6, Jr. (10.9 ppg,

3.1rpg, 85.7 FT percent, 42.9

3FG percent); G Dante’

Jackson, 6-5, Fr. (2.6 ppg, 1.1

rpg).

GEORGIA

Nickname: Bulldogs.
Location: Athens, Ga.
Record: 17-16, 4-12.
Bid: SEC champ.

Coach: Dennis Felton, 0-3in 3
NCAA appearances.

Overview: After winning four
conference games all season,
the Bulldogs won four in four
days (including two on
Saturday after the SEC
tournament schedule was
disrupted by a tornado in
Atlanta) in their improbable
run to the tourney title,
capped by a victory against
Arkansas in the final. Georgia,
which has only eight
scholarship players, doesn’t
excel in any area save
rebounding, where it had a
plus-3.8 average. The
Bulldogs shot 32.4 percent
from 3-point range. Sundiata
Gaines was second-team all-
conference, is a superior
defender and has been the
Bulldogs’ postseason
catalyst. Georgia had lost 11
of 13 before the SEC tourney.

Best wins: Mississippi State,
Arkansas, Kentucky.

STARTERS:

+ G Sundiata Gaines, 6-1, Sr.
(14.9 ppg, 6.1 rpg)

+ G Billy Humphrey, 6-2, r.
(12.2 ppg, 82.3 FT percent)

* F Terrance Woodbury, 6-7,
Jr. (10.7 ppg, 4 rpg)

+ FJeremy Price, 6-8, Fr. (8.1
pp8g, 4.3 1pg)

 CDave Bliss, 6-10, Sr. (7.6
pP8, 5.5 rpg)

Reserves: G Zac Swansey, 6-

1, Fr. (4.2 ppg); C Albert

Jackson, 6-10, So. (3.5 ppg,

4.1rpg).

11:25 A.m. MIDWEST REGIONAL

At Qwest Center Omaha, Omaha, Neb.

NO. 1 KANSAS

vs. NO. 16 PORTLAND STATE

KANSAS

Nickname: Jayhawks.
Location: Lawrence, Kan.
Record: 31-3, 13-3.

Bid: Big 12 championship.
Coach: Bill Self, 16-9in 9
NCAA appearances.

Overview: The Jayhawks have
everything: killer guards,
inside toughness, depth,
experience. They do
everything: shoot, rebound,
play lockdown perimeter
defense. Self thinks his fifth
Kansas team could be his
best, and the Jayhawks
started playing like it in late
February. They could get their
coach, who has gotten four
teams at three different
schools to the Elite Eight, to
his first Final Four.

Best wins: Arizona, Southern
California, Oklahoma, Baylor,
Kansas State, Texas A&M.

STARTERS:

+ F Darrell Arthur, 6-9, So.
(13.4 ppg, 6.1 rpg)

¢ F Darnell Jackson, 6-8, Sr.
(11.8 ppg, 6.9 rpg, 64.1 FG
percent)

¢ G Brandon Rush, 6-6, Jr.
(12.3 ppg, 3.0 rpg, 409
3FG percent)

¢ G Mario Chalmers, 6-1, Jr.
(12.1 ppg, 4.5 apg, 2.4
steals, 46.8 3FG percent)

¢ G Russell Robinson, 6-1,
Sr. (7.8 ppg, 4.2 apg, 2.0
steals)

Reserves: G Sherron Collins,

5-11, So. (9.4 ppg, 2.8 apg); C

Sasha Kaun, 6-11, Sr. (7.3 ppg,

3.8 rpg 61.9 FG percent); G

Rodrick Stewart, 6-4, Sr. (3.0

pP8)-

PORTLAND STATE

Nickname: Vikings
Location: Portland, Ore.
Record: 23-9, 14-2

Bid: Big Sky champion.
Coach: Ken Bone, first NCAA
appearance.

Overview: Leading the way
for Portland State is 5-6
Jeremiah Dominguez, the Big
Sky player of the year who
leads the Vikings in scoring,
assists and 3-point
percentage. He is a transfer
from crosstown University of
Portland. The Vikings are 16-2
since losing to San Jose State
76-73 in overtime Dec. 12,
dropping them to 7-7. Center
Scott Morrison was named
the conference defensive
player of the year. The Vikings
rely on converting 3-point
shots. A team with solid
perimeter defense and a big
frontcourt could cause
matchup problems.

Best wins: Northern Arizona,
Akron, Cal State-Fullerton,
IUPUI.

STARTERS:

* G Jeremiah Dominguez, 5-
6, Jr. (14.3 ppg, 4.1 apg,
82.1FT percent, 43.9 3FG
percent)

* G Deonte Huff, 6-4, Sr.
(13.9 ppg, 6.1 rpg, 50.8 FG
percent)

« C Scott Morrison, 6-11, Sr.
(13.9 ppg, 5.9 rpg, 57.9 FG
percent)

* G Andre Murray, 6-2, Jr.,
(9.2 ppg)

* F Kyle Coston, 6-8, So. (5.9
ppg, 41.3 3FG percent)

Reserves: G Dupree Lucas, 6-

1, Sr. (5.6 ppg); F Tyrell Mara,

6-6, So. (4.7 ppg, 3.4 rpg, 3.0

apg, 40.6 3FG percent); F

Julius Thomas, 6-5, So. (4.0

ppg, 3.2rpg, 70.5 FG

percent).
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11:30 a.m. SOUTH REGIONAL

At Pepsi Center, Denver

NO. 5 MICHIGAN STATE
vs. NO. 12 TEMPLE

MICHIGAN STATE

Nickname: Spartans.
Location: East Lansing, Mich.
Record: 25-8, 12-6.

Bid: Big Ten at-large.

Coach: Tom Izzo, 24-9 in 10
NCAA appearances.

Overview: As usual, Michigan
State is one of the nation’s best
rebounding teams. The
Spartans rarely give up second-
chance points and outrebound
their opponents by nearly eight
a game. On offense, Tom Izz0’s
team is led by senior Drew
Neitzel, who is coming off one
of his best performances ever
in the Big Ten tournament. If
Neitzel gets going, the
Spartans could shoot better
than 50 percent from the field
as a team, making them a team
to look out for in the tourna-
ment. The improved play of
Kalin Lucas affords Neitzel the
opportunity to play off the ball.

Best wins: Texas, Indiana,
BYU, Purdue.

STARTERS:

+ F Raymar Morgan, 6-7 So.
(15.0 ppg, 6.3 rpg, 1.6 apg,
57.6 FG percent)

* G Drew Neitzel, 6-0, Sr.
(13.4 ppg, 4.2 apg, 83.3 FT
percent, 39.7 3FG percent)

+ C Goran Suton, 6-10, Jr. (8.7
ppg, 8.2 rpg, 53.4 FG per-
cent, 76.2 FT percent)

+ G Travis Walton, 6-2, Jr. (3.7
ppg, 4.4 apg, 2.0 rpg)

+ G Kalin Lucas, 6-0, Fr. (9.8
ppg, 1.4 rpg, 3.9 apg, 75.6 FT
percent)

Reserves: F Marquise Gray, 6-

8, Jr. (5.0 ppg, 4.2 rpg, 61.5 FG

percent); C Drew Naymick, 6-

10, Sr. (4.3 ppg, 4.0 rpg, 67.5

FG percent, 81.5 FT percent); G

Durrell Summers, 6-5, Fr. (5.2

ppg, 2.6 rpg, 50.4 FG percent).

TEMPLE

Nickname: Owls.
Location: Philadelphia.
Record: 21-12, 11-5.

Bid: Atlantic 10 champion.

Coach: Fran Dunphy, 1-9 in
nine NCAA appearances.

Overview: After starting the
season 0-3, the Owls stormed
onto the national radar thanks
to a second-place finish in the
Atlantic 10. They had been
slotted ninth in the conference
by preseason prognosticators.
Temple shoots a good percent-
age from the field and keeps
turnovers to a minimum. The
team is lead by junior Dionte
Christmas, who was named the
most outstanding player of the
A-10 tournament. The Owls are
ranked in the Top 25 in the
country in free-throw shooting,
so they’ll be able to close out
teams down the stretch.

Best wins: Xavier,
Massachusetts, Saint Joseph’s.

STARTERS:

G Dionte Christmas, 6-5, Jr.
(20.3 ppg, 6.2 rpg, 2.6 apg,
78.6 FT percent)

+ G Mark Tyndale, 6-5, Sr.
(16.1 ppg, 6.8 rpg, 4.1 apg,
49.4 FG percent)

« F Lavoy Allen, 6-9, Fr. (8.1
ppg, 5.5 rpg, 1.5 bpg, 55.6
FG percent)

+ C Sergio Olmos, 7-0, Jr. (5.6
ppg, 2.5 rpg, 1.6 bpg, 57.3 FG
percent)

* G Luiz Guzman, 6-3, So. (4.2
ppg, 2.4 rpg, 1.8 apg)

Reserves: G Ryan Brooks, 6-4,

So. (8.2 ppg, 2.4 rpg, 87.2 FT

percent); G Chris Clark, 5-8, Sr.

(7.3 ppg, 1.7 apg, 90.0 FT per-

cent, 43.1 3FG percent).; G

Semaj Inge, 6-4, Jr. (3.4 ppg,

1.5 rpg, 46.2 3FG percent).

1:30 p.m. SOUTH REGIONAL

At The Honda Center, Anaheim, Calif.

NO. 6 MARQUETTE
vs. NO. 11 KENTUCKY

MARQUETTE

Nickname: Golden Eagles.
Location: Milwaukee.
Record: 24-9, 11-7.

Bid: Big East at-large.

Coach: Tom Crean, 4-4 in four
NCAA appearances.

Overview: The Golden Eagles
are led by junior backcourt
players: Jerel McNeal, Dominic
James and Wesley Matthews,
main cogs in an offense that
shares the ball and runs well,
and an aggressive defense that
has averaged almost 10 steals
and held opponents to 29.3

percent shooting on 3-pointers.

Also key: forward Lazar
Hayward nearly doubling his
scoring average since last
season. Marquette has won at
least 20 games and 10 in the
conference in each of its first
three seasons in the Big East,
but hasn’t won an NCAA game
since reaching the Final Four
five years ago.

Best wins: Wisconsin, Notre
Dame, Pittsburgh.

STARTERS:

« F Lazar Hayward, 6-6, So.
(12.9 ppg, 6.4 rpg, 48.2 FG
percent, 48.0 3FG percent)

* F Ousmane Barro, 6-10, Sr.
(5.7 ppg, 5.4 rpg, 55.1 FG
percent)

* G Dominic James, 5-11, Jr.
(13.3 ppg, 4.3 apg, 41.3 FG
percent, 32.0 3FG percent)

+ GJerel McNeal, 6-3, Jr. (13.6
ppg, 4.7 rpg, 43.9 FG
percent)

* G Wesley Matthews, 6-5, Jr.
(11.4 ppg, 76.4 FT percent)
Reserves: G David Cubillan, 6-

0, So. (5.9 ppg, 35.8 3FG

percent); F Dan Fitzgerald, 6-9,

Sr. (4.2 ppg, 36.8 3FG percent);

G Maurice Acker, 5-8, So. (4.5

ppg, 43.1 FG percent).

KENTUCKY

Nickname: Wildcats.

Location: Lexington, Ky.
Record: 18-12, 12-4.

Bid: SEC at-large.

Coach: Billy Gillispie, 3-3 in
three NCAA appearances.
Overview: After losing to
Gardner-Webb and San Diego
early in the season, the
Wildcats closed the regular
season winning six of their last
seven hefore losing to Georgia
in the SEC tournament quarter-
finals. They are 2-2 since fresh-
man center Patrick Patterson
(16.4 ppg, 7.7 rpg) was lost to
injury. Their slim rebounding
margin (plus 1.9 per game) will
be hurt by Patterson’s absence,
and the bench is thin and of-
fensively challenged. Kentucky
went 5-7 against top-50 teams
and was 4-7 on the road. The
Wildcats can defend, holding
opponents to 39.4 percent
shooting, but averaged 16
turnovers and made fewer than
six 3-pointers a game.

Best wins: Tennessee,
Vanderbilt.

STARTERS:

+ G Ramel Bradley, 6-2, Sr.
(16 ppg, 82.8 FT percent)

G Ramon Harris, 6-6, So.
(4.2 ppg, 3.4 rpg)

+ FJoe Crawford, 6-5, Sr. (17.1
pP8, 3.5 rpg)

* F Perry Stevenson, 6-9, So.
(5.8 ppg, 4.9 rpg)

« F Derrick Jasper, 6-6, So.
(4.2 ppg, 5.3 rpg)

Reserves: F A.]. Stewart, 6-8,

Fr. (2.3 ppg); G Michael Porter,

6-2, So. (2.1 ppg).
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1:55 P.M. MIDWEST REGIONAL

1:50 p.M. WEST REGIONAL

At The Verizon Center, Washington D.C.

NO. 6 PURDUE

vs. NO. 11 BAYLOR

PURDUE

Nickname: Boilermakers.
Location: West Lafayette, Ind.
Record: 24-8, 15-3.

Bid: Big Ten at-large.

Coach: Matt Painter, 1-2 in two
NCAA appearances.

Overview: Purdue is the epit-
ome of a fundamental basket-
ball team. Second-year coach
Painter relies on Robbie
Hummel to lead his squad,
which does all the little things
to win games and won’t be an
easy out in the tournament.
While the Boilermakers’ stats
don’t jump out in any one area,
they rely on a defense that av-
erages more than eight steals
and forces more than 17
turnovers a game, helping to
keep opponents under 61
points on average. When they
get hot, the Boilermakers can
be deadly from outside.

Best wins: Louisville,
Wisconsin, Michigan State.

STARTERS:

+ G E’Twaun Moore (12.4 ppg,
3.8 rpg, 2.7 apg, 43.6 3FG
percent)

+ F Robbie Hummel (11.7 ppg,
5.9 rpg, 1.3 spg, 49.8 FG per-
cent, 45.8 3FG percent)

* G Keaton Grant (10.7 ppg,
3.2 rpg, 44.6 3FG percent,
86.1 FT percent)

+ G Chris Kramer (6.6 ppg, 3.3
rpg, 2.8 apg, 2.2 spg)

+ F JaJuan Johnson (5.4 ppg,
3.0 rpg, 1.0 bpg).

Reserves: Scott Martin (8.9

ppg, 3.8 rpg, 71.4 FT percent);

Nemanja Calasan (6.6 ppg, 3.2

rpg); Marcus Green (4.6 ppg,

3.0 rpg).

BAYLOR

Nickname: Bears.

Location: Waco, Texas.
Record: 21-10, 9-7.

Bid: Big 12 at-large.

NCAA history: 3-6 in four ap-

pearances. Last: 1988, lost to
Mempbhis in first round.

Coach: Scott Drew, first NCAA
appearance.

Overview: It’s all about the
guards. From Curtis Jerrells to
LaceDarius Dunn to Tweety
Carter to Aaron Bruce to Henry
Dugat - 3-point threats all - the
Bears have one of the best col-
lections in the Big 12. If it’s
close, they’re going to knock
down free throws (74.4 per-
cent). They’re vulnerable in-
side, though. And they limped
to the end of the regular sea-
son, losing seven of their last
12 and then being upset by
Colorado in the Big 12 tourna-
ment opener. They can pose
problems as long as their
shooters are hot.

Best wins: Notre Dame,

Winthrop, Texas A&M, Kansas
State.

STARTERS:

+ F Kevin Rogers, 6-9, Jr. (12.5
ppg, 8.5 rpg, 80.5 FT per-
cent)

« F Mark Shepherd, 6-9, Sr.
(1.6 ppg, 2.3 rpg)

* G Henry Dugat, 6-0, Jr. (11.9
ppg, 4.0 rpg)

* G Curtis Jerrells, 6-1, Jr.
(14.8 ppg, 3.5 rpg, 3.6 apg)

+ G Tweety Carter, 5-10, So.
(9.4 ppg, 2.9 apg, 42.13FG
percent).

Reserves: G Aaron Bruce, 6-3,

Sr. (9.0 ppg); G LaceDarius

Dunn, 6-4, Fr. (13.3 ppg, 4.0

rpg, 42.9 3FG percent); C

Mamadou Diene, 7-0, Jr. (3.7

ppg, 3.9 rpg, 1.8 blocks, 71.4

FG percent).

At Qwest Center Omaha, Omaha, Neb.

NO. 8 UNLV

vs. NO. 9 KENT STATE

UNLV

Nickname: Runnin’ Rebels.
Location: Las Vegas.

Record: 26-7, 12-4

Bid: Mountain West champion.

Coach: Lon Kruger, 13-10 in 10
NCAA appearances.

Overview: Little was expected
of the Runnin’ Rebels after they
lost five seniors from last
year’s Sweet 16 team. All they
did was go 23-7 in the regular
season - earning Kruger confer-
ence coach of the year honors -
then upset BYU in the confer-
ence tournament final for a sec-
ond straight year. Anchored hy
a backcourt of former walk-on
Curtis Terry (younger brother of
the Dallas Mavericks’ Jason
Terry) and big-play maker Wink
Adams, UNLV possesses the
kind of under-pressure poise
that makes it dangerous down
the stretch. Lack of size can
hurt, but they counter with
hustle led by Rene Rougeau,
another former walk-on.

Best wins: San Diego, Brigham
Young.

STARTERS:

+ G Wink Adams, 6-0, Jr. (15.9
pp8, 3.2 apg)

* FJoe Darger, 6-7, Jr. (11.5
ppg, 4.7 rpg, 37.0 3FG per-
cent)

* G Curtis Terry, 6-5, Sr. (10.5
ppg, 5.1 apg, 36.8 3FG per-
cent)

+ F Rene Rougeau, 6-6, Jr. (8.7
ppg, 5.7 rpg)

+ F Corey Bailey, 6-5, Sr. (7.0
pp8).

Reserves: F Matt Shaw, 6-8,

So. (6.9 ppg, 4.4 rpg); G

Mareceo Rutledge, 6-3, Jr. (3.8

pPg).

KENT STATE

Nickname: Golden Flashes.
Location: Kent, Ohio.

Record: 28-6, 13-3.

Bid: Mid-American champion.

Coach: Jim Christian, 0-1in one
appearance.

Overview: Kent State ce-
mented its status as the class
of the Mid-American
Conference this season with its
conference championship title.
All three of Kent State’s confer-
ence losses were on the road.
Kent State was perfect at
home, going 15-0. After open-
ing the season with a loss
against Detroit, Kent State, led
by Al Fisher and Mike Scott,
won 28 games, including 11 of
the last 12 to close out the sea-
son. The Golden Flashes have
not advanced past the second
round of the NCAA tournament
since 2002, when they lost 78-
73 in overtime to Indiana in
the regional finals.

Best wins: Illinois State,
George Mason, St. Mary’s.

STARTERS:

+ F Mike Scott, 6-7, Sr. (13.3
ppg, 6.1 rpg, 84.5 FT per-
cent)

» F Haminn Quaintance, 6-8,
Sr. (9.9 ppg, 7.4 rpg, 2.1 bpg)

+ G Mike McKee, 6-5, So. (6.0
ppg, 37.1 3FG percent);

+ G Chris Singletary, 6-4, So.
(10.2 ppg, 1.7 spg);

* G Al Fisher, 6-1, Jr. (14.2 ppg,
4.2 apg, 1.3 spg).

Reserves: G Rodriguez

Sherman, 6-2, So. (5.3 ppg,

36.1 FG percent); G Jordan

Mincy, 5-10, Jr. (2.1 ppg, 2.5

apg); F Rashad Woods, 6-5, Jr.

(5.1 ppg, 46.8 3FG percent).
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2 p.m. SOUTH REGIONAL

At Pepsi Center, Denver

NO. 4 PITTSBURGH
vs. NO. 13 ORAL ROBERTS

PITTSBURGH

Nickname: Panthers.
Location: Pittsburgh, Pa.
Record: 26-9, 10-8.

Bid: Big East champ.

Coach: Jamie Dixon, 5-4 in four
NCAA appearances.

Overview: The Panthers have
overcome injuries to post a
school-record seventh
consecutive 20-win season and
earn the Big East title, winning
four games in four days. For
much of the year, Pitt played
with eight scholarship players
including four freshmen. Junior
point guard Levance Fields
returned in mid-February after
missing 12 games (broken left
foot). The Panthers rode their
tough, aggressive defense and
the inside scoring of DeJuan
Blair and Sam Young.

Best wins: Duke, Georgetown,
Louisville .

STARTERS:

+ F Sam Young, 6-6, Jr. (18.0
ppg, 6.4 rpg)

* F Dejuan Blair, 6-7, Fr. (12.3
pp8g, 9.5 rpg);

+ G Levance Fields, 5-10, Jr.
(11.1 ppg, 3.8 rpg. 3.4 apg)

+ F Keith Benjamin, 6-2, Sr.
(9.6 ppg, 2.6 rpg)

G Ronald Ramon, 6-1, Sr. (7.9
ppg, 2.2 rpg. 4.0 apg)

Reserves: F Gilbert Brown, 6-6,

Fr. (6.4 ppg, 3.1 rpg); F Tyrell

Biggs, 6-8, Jr. (5.6 ppg, 4.0

rpg); F Brad Wannamaker, 6-4,

Fr., (2.4 ppg).

ORAL ROBERTS

Nickname: Golden Eagles.
Location: Tulsa, Okla.
Record: 24-8, 16-2.

Bid: Summit League champ.

Coach: Scott Sutton, 0-2 in two
NCAA appearances.

Overview: The Golden Eagles
ride the Summit League title
into the NCAAs for the third
consecutive year. Junior guard
Robert Jarvis is a huge force off
of the bench. He started just
three games this season, but
led the team with 15.4 points
per game - 10th in the confer-
ence. Senior Moses Ehambe
added 12.3 points per game
and can score from outside,
shooting 42.6 percent from be-
hind the arc. The Golden Eagles
led the league in scoring de-
fense, field-goal-percentage de-
fense and blocked shots. The
last time Oral Roberts won an
NCAA tournament game was in
1974.

Best wins: Tulsa, IUPUIL.

STARTERS:

+ G/F Moses Ehambe, 6-6, Sr.
(12.3 ppg, 42.6 3FG percent,
87.8 FT percent)

+ G Adam Liberty, 6-2, Sr. (9.7
pP8, 3.3 apg)

+ C Shawn King, 6-10, Sr. (9.7
ppg, 56.7 FG percent, 2.0
bpg)

 F Marcus Lewis, 6-8, Jr., (8.9
ppg, 53.3 FG percent)

+ G/F Yemi Ogunoye, 6-9, Sr.
(3.1 ppg)

Reserves: G Robert Jarvis, 5-11,

Jr. (15.4 ppg, 85.0 FT percent);

G Kelvin Sango, 6-3, Jr. (3.9

ppg); F Andre Hardy, 6-6, Fr.

(3.4 ppg)-

3 p.M. SOUTH REGIONAL

At The Honda Center, Anaheim, Calif.

NO. 3 STANFORD
vs. NO. 14 CORNELL

STANFORD

Nickname: Cardinal.
Location: Stanford, Calif.
Record: 26-7, 13-5.

Bid: Pac-10 at-large.

Coach: Trent Johnson, 2-3 in
three NCAA appearances.

Overview: The Cardinal can
overwhelm teams inside when
twins Brook and Robin Lopez
get it going. Brook is consid-
ered an NBA first-round pick.
Stanford likes to pound the
post, and Brook gets better at
delivering. He destroyed
Washington State in the Pac-10
semifinals, pouring in 30
points. Anthony Goods is the
main 3-point threat but some-
times misses in bunches.
Lawrence Hill doesn’t average
double figures but is capable of
carrying the offense.

Best wins: Southern California,
Washington State, Arizona.

STARTERS:

+ G Mitch Johnson, 6-1, Jr. (6.7
ppg, 4.1 rpg, 4.7 apg, 44.5
FG percent)

* G Anthony Goods, 6-3, Jr.
(10.8 ppg, 2.1 rpg)

+ F Brook Lopez, 7-0, So. (18.9
ppg, 8.2 rpg, 47.8 FG per-
cent, 77.4 FT percent, 1.5
bpg)

+ F Fred Washington, 6-5, Sr.
(4.3 ppg, 3.9 rpg, 47.4 FG
percent)

+ C Robin Lopez, 7-0, So. (9.9
ppg, 5.6 rpg, 52.3 FG per-
cent, 2.1 bpg).

Reserves: F Lawrence Hill, 6-8,

Jr. (8.7 ppg, 4.9 rpg, 36.4 3FG

percent); F Taj Finger, 6-8, Sr.

(5.9 ppg, 4.4 rpg, 52.9 FG per-

cent, 75.4 FT percent); G

Landry Fields, 6-7, So. (4.1 ppg,

2.2 rpg, 38.0 3FG percent).

CORNELL

Nickname: Big Red.
Location: Ithaca, N.Y.
Record: 22-5, 14-0.
Bid: Ivy League champ.

Coach: Steve Donahue, first
NCAA appearance.

Overview: Cornell will be one
of the hottest teams entering
the tournament. The Big Red
have reeled off 16 consecutive
wins while going undefeated in
Ivy play. Only Penn and
Princeton had previously gone
through the league unbeaten.
Their last loss was Jan. 6 at
Duke. Cornell is balanced with
seven players averaging be-
tween 7.5 and 15.4 points.
Ryan Wittman ranked third in
the Ivy League at 15.4 points a
game, while Louis Dale led the
league with five assists a
game. Don’t get into a free-
throw contest with Cornell; the
Big Red shoot 76.3 percent as a
team, led by Dale at 90.6 per-
cent.

Best win: Siena.

STARTERS:

« F Ryan Wittman, 6-6, So.
(15.4 ppg, 4.3 rpg, 86.2 FT
percent)

+ G Louis Dale, 5-11, So. (13.8
ppg, 5 apg, 4.4 rpg, 90.6 FT
percent)

+ F Jason Hartford, 6-9, Sr. (7.5
ppg, 4.2 rpg, 58 FG percent);

+ C Alex Tyler, 6-7, So. (8.2
ppg, 4.3 rpg, 54.2 FG per-
cent)

+ G Adam Gore, 6-0, Jr. (10.1
pps, 2 rpg, 1.5 apg, 1.1 spg,
92.9 FT percent).

Reserves: C Jeff Foote, 7-0, Jr.

(8.1 ppg, 6.4 rpg, 57.4 FG per-

cent); F Brian Kreefer, 6-7, Jr.

(3.4 ppg, 62.7 FG percent).
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At Qwest Center Omaha, Omaha, Neb.

NO. 6 USC

vs. NO. 11 KANSAS STATE

usc

Nickname: Trojans
Location: Los Angeles.
Record: 21-11, 11-7
Bid: Pac-10 at-large.

Coach: Tim Floyd, 6-6 in six
NCAA appearances.

Overview: Another Pac-10
team with Sweet 16 written all
over it. The Trojans are athletic
and strong on the perimeter,
wiry and explosive on the inte-
rior. Ballyhooed freshman
guard 0.). Mayo was called
overrated at times but aver-
aged more than 20 points a
game and earned first-team All-
Pac-10 honors. Daniel Hackett
and Dwight Lewis are wing
players who can hit the 3-
pointer or slash to the hoop.
Freshman forward Davon
Jefferson had a memorable
night in an upset of UCLA but
has had a few forgettable
nights, too. He and Taj Gibson
are about all the Trojans have
up front.

Best wins: UCLA, Stanford,
Arizona.

STARTERS:

* F Davon Jefferson, 6-8, Fr.
(12.0 ppg, 6.2 rpg, 56.9 FG
percent, 71.9 FT percent,
42.9 3FG percent)

+ F Taj Gibson, 6-9, So. (11.0
ppg, 7.7 rpg, 2.5 bpg, 59.3 FG
percent)

+ G Daniel Hackett, 6-5, So.
(8.7 ppg, 3.8 rpg, 3.4 apg,
1.2 spg, 80.7 FT percent)

+ G Dwight Lewis, 6-5, So.
(11.2 ppg, 2.3 rpg, 46.4 FG
percent, 33.7 3FG percent)

+ G 0.). Mayo, 6-5, Fr. (20.9
ppg, 4.7 rpg, 3.1 apg, 1.5
spg, 44.6 FG percent, 79.7
FT percent, 41.2 3FG per-
cent).

Reserves: G Angelo Johnson, 5-

11, Fr. (4.8 ppg, 1.8 rpg, 2.2

apg); F Keith Wilkinson, 6-10,

Jr. (2.3 ppg, 2.9 rpg).

KANSAS STATE

Nickname: Wildcats.

Location: Manhattan, Kan.
Record: 20-11, 10-6.

Bid: Big 12 at-large.

Coach: Frank Martin, first NCAA
appearance.

Overview: Behold the tran-
scendent talent that is Michael
Beasley - perhaps the best
player in the country - for an-
other game or two, then bid
him farewell to the NBA. He
and Bill Walker are often the
two best players on the court
(even in their two games
against Kansas), but Walker
has had some stunningly bad
performances. And late in the
season, the Wildcats often
looked as young as they are. A
threat on any given night, but
not many in succession.

Best wins: California,
Oklahoma, Texas A&M, Kansas.

STARTERS:

« F Bill Walker, 6-6, Fr. (16.0
ppg, 6.5 rpg)

* F Michael Beasley, 6-10, Fr.
(26.5 ppg, 12.5 rpg)

+ F Dominique Sutton, 6-5, Fr.
(3.4 ppg, 2.7 rpg)

* G Blake Young, 6-2, Sr. (6.2
pP8, 3.4 rpg)

+ G Clent Stewart, 6-4, Sr. (7.0
ppg, 3.0 rpg, 3.2 apg).

Reserves: G Jacob Pullen, 6-1,

Fr. (10.1 ppg, 3.3 apg); G Fred

Brown, 6-3, Fr. (4.1 ppg); F

Andre Gilbert, 6-7, Jr. (4.3 ppg);

F Ron Anderson, 6-8, Fr. (3.2

ppg, 3.6 rpg).

6:10 r.m. WEST REGIONAL

At The Verizon Center, Washington D.C.

NO. 2 DUKE

vs. NO. 15 BELMONT

DUKE

Nickname: Blue Devils.
Location: Durham, N.C.
Record: 27-5, 13-3.
Bid: ACC at-large.

Coach: Mike Krzyzewski, 68-20
in 23 NCAA appearances.

Overview: After a subpar per-
formance last season, the Blue
Devils are one of the most im-
proved teams in the nation.
Freshman Kyle Singler has
played like a veteran, and the
trio of DeMarcus Nelson, Greg
Paulus and Gerald Henderson
have taken their game to a dif-
ferent level. There’s not a lot of
bulk inside, however, so the
Devils could be vulnerable to a
team that likes to pound the
ball into the post. The Devils
can force lots of turnovers and
are capable of getting easy
points in transition, but re-
bounding can be problematic.

Best wins: North Carolina,
Wisconsin, Clemson.

STARTERS:

» G DeMarcus Nelson, 6-4, Sr.
(15.2 ppg, 5.8 rpg, 3.0 apg,
50.6 FG percent, 41.8 3FG
percent)

+ F Kyle Singler, 6-8, Fr. (14.2
ppg, 6.1 rpg, 46.4 FG per-
cent, 78.0 FT percent)

* G Gerald Henderson, 6-4,
So. (12.5 ppg, 4.9 rpg)

* G Greg Paulus, 6-1, Jr. (11.0
ppg, 3.6 apg, 42.9 3FG per-
cent 85.1 FT percent)

» F Lance Thomas, 6-8, So.
(4.4 ppg, 3.3 1pg, 49.4 FG
percent)

Reserves: G Jon Scheyer, 6-5,

So. (11.3 ppg, 4.1 rpg, 41.5 3FG

percent, 87.4 FT percent); G

Nolan Smith, 6-2, Fr. (6.2 ppg,

76.6 FT percent); C Brian

Zoubek, 7-1, So. (3.8 ppg, 3.5

rpg, 60.3 FG percent).

BELMONT

Nickname: Bruins.
Location: Nashville, Tenn.
Record: 25-8, 14-2.

Bid: Atlantic Sun champ.

Coach: Rick Byrd, 0-2 in two
NCAA appearances.

Overview: The Bruins are rid-
ing a 13-game winning streak,
getting their third automatic
bid in a row. Belmont led the
Atlantic Sun in 3-point field
goals, attempting an average of
28.9 and connecting on 36.9
percent, and scored a league-
leading 82.6 points a game.
First-team all-Atlantic Sun sen-
ior guard Justin Hare (15.1
points) leads Belmont’s evenly
spread offensive attack, which
features four players scoring in
double digits. The Bruins fin-
ished 8-6 vs. nonconference
teams, but had only two wins
vs. teams with winning
records. They lost in the first
round the last two years.

Best wins: Cincinnati,
Alabama.

STARTERS:

+ G Justin Hare, 6-2, Sr., (15.1
ppg, 43.8 3FG percent, 90.6
FT percent);

« F Shane Danshy, 6-4, Jr.
(14.6 ppg, 6.9 rpg, 50.0 FG
percent);

» F Matthew Dotson, 6-8, Jr.
(11.3 ppg, 43.5 3 FG per-
cent);

* F Jordan Campbell, 6-5, Fr.
(6.4 ppg, 5.8 rpg);

+ G Henry Harris, 6-1, Jr. (2.1
ppg, 40.0 3FG percent).

Reserves: G Alex Renfroe, 6-2,

Jr. (9.8 ppg, 3.4 apg); G Andy

Wicke, 6-2, Jr. (10.3 ppg, 3.3

apg); F Will Peeples, 6-5, Jr.

(3.9 ppg)-
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6:20 p.m. EAST REGIONAL

At Pepsi Center, Denver

NO. 4 WASHINGTON STATE
vs. NO. 13 WINTHROP

WASHINGTON STATE

Nickname: Cougars.
Location: Pullman, Wash.
Record: 24-8, 11-7.

Bid: Pac-10 at-large.

NCAA history: 4-5 in five ap-
pearances. Last: 2007, lost to
Vanderbilt in second round.

Coach: Tony Bennett, 1-1in one
NCAA appearance.

Overview: The Cougars seem
like a team that could ride a fa-
vorable seed into the Sweet 16,
or fall in the first round. It’s a
gifted, perimeter-oriented
team, with guard Derrick Low,
Taylor Rochestie and Kyle
Weaver capable of heroics. But
the Cougars are vulnerable on
the front line, where beefy cen-
ter Aron Baynes has trouble
staying out of foul trouble and
there isn’t much depth behind
him. When the Cougars are hit-
ting from the arc, however,
they are a handful. Bottom
line? Cougars were a solid
third-place team but were 0-5
against UCLA and Stanford.

Best wins: Gonzaga, Southern
Cal, Arizona State.

STARTERS:

+ G Derrick Low, 6-2, Sr. (14
ppg, 39.3 3FG percent)

+ G Taylor Rochestie, 6-1, Jr.
(11.0 ppg, 4.5 apg, 44.0 3
FG percent)

+ G Kyle Weaver, 6-6, Sr. (11.7
ppg, 4.8 rpg)

 C Aron Baynes, 6-10, Jr.
(10.5 ppg, 5.8 rpg, 59.1 FG
percent)

¢ F Robbie Cowgill, 6-10, Sr.
(7.3 ppg, 5.1 rpg, 54.4 FG
percent)

Reserves: F Daven Harmeling,

6-7,Jr. (5.8 ppg, 36.9 3FG per-

cent); F/C Caleb Forrest, 6-8, Jr.

(3.5 ppg, 2.0 rpg).

WINTHROP

Nickname: Eagles.
Location: Rock Hill, S.C.
Record: 22-11, 10-4.
Bid: Big South champ.

Coach: Randy Peele, first NCAA
appearance.

Overview: Winthrop outlasted
No. 1 seed UNC-Asheville 66-
48 in the Big South tournament
to advance to its fourth consec-
utive NCAA tournament. In the
Big South title game, Eagles
senior Michael Jenkins had 33
points to tie the conference
championship game scoring
record. Defensively, the Eagles
limit opponents to 39.1 percent
shooting from the field and
58.2 ppg. Winthrop finished
the season by winning eight of
its last 10. The NCAA bid is bit-
tersweet for the Eagles after
the death of crowd-favorite
DeAndre Adams in a car acci-
dent last May. Peele dedicated
the season to Adams.

Best Wins: Miami, Georgia
Tech, UNC-Asheville.

STARTERS:

* G Michael Jenkins, 6-3, Sr.
(14.3 ppg, 1.1spg, 713 FT
percent)

* G Chris Gaynor, 5-10, Sr.
(9.7 ppg, 4.2 apg, 42.7 3FG
percent)

+ F Taj McCullough, 6-7, Sr.
(11.5 ppg, 5.7 rpg, 1.4 spg)

* F Charles Corbin, 6-7, Fr. (6.7
ppg, 4.2 rpg, 55.7 FT per-
cent)

+ G/F Mantoris Robinson, 6-5,
So. (6.0 ppg, 4.5 rpg, 0.9
bpg).

Reserves: G Antwon Harris, 6-

3, Sr. (6.6 ppg, 3.0 rpg); C

Andy Buechert, 6-9, Jr. (3.0

ppg, 3.5 rpg, 46.3 FT percent);

F George Valentine, 6-8 Fr. (2.1

ppg, 27.8 FT percent).

6:25 p.m. WEST REGIONAL

At The Honda Center, Anaheim, Calif.

NO. 8 BYU

vs. NO. 9 TEXAS A&M

BYU

Nickname: Cougars.
Location: Provo, Utah.
Record: 27-7, 14-2.

Bid: Mountain West at-large.

Coach: Dave Rose, 0-1in one
NCAA appearance.

Overview: The Cougars, who
haven’t won an NCAA tourna-
ment game since 1992-93 de-
spite five appearances, might
be poised for a breakthrough if
they can shake off the loss to
UNLV in the Mountain West
tournament final. BYU won 13
of its last 14 of the regular sea-
son. The strength of big man
Trent Plaisted is balanced out-
side by versatile conference co-
player of the year Lee
Cummard and other sharp-
shooters. Because of their su-
perior passing and speed, they
demand tough defense in tran-
sition. But they will struggle if
3-pointers are not falling.

Best wins: Louisville, UNLV.

STARTERS:

* F/C Trent Plaisted, 6-11, Jr.
(15.9 ppg, 8.1rpg, 55.4 FG
percent)

+ G Lee Cummard, 6-7, Jr. (15.8
ppg, 6.6 rpg, 3.4 apg, 44.8
3FG percent)

* F Jonathan Tavernari, 6-6,
So. (13.3 ppg, 5.3 rpg, 1.5
steals, 37.1 3FG percent)

+ G Sam Burgess, 6-3, Sr. (8.8
ppg, 3.5 rpg, 2.0 apg, 41.9
3FG percent)

+ G Ben Murdock, 6-2, Sr. (3.8
apg)-

Reserves: G Jimmer Fredette,

6-2, Fr. (6.7 ppg, 1.7 apg); F

Chris Collinsworth, 6-9, Fr. (2.9

ppg, 4.9 rpg); F/C Chris Miles,

6-11, So. (2.4 ppg).

TEXAS A&M

Nickname: Aggies

Location: College Station,
Texas.

Record: 24-10, 8-8

Bid: Big 12 at-large.

Coach: Mark Turgeon, 2-1in
one NCAA appearance.

Overview: They’re big. They re-
bound. They play defense. But
the Aggies are wanting at the
point (where have you gone,
Acie Law?) and offensively
challenged, evident from their
37-point output at Oklahoma
this month. That was part of a
swoon in which they lost five of
their last seven regular-season
games, putting their NCAA bid
in jeopardy. They don’t figure
to carry it too deep into the
tournament.

Best wins: Oral Roberts, Ohio
State, Texas, Oklahoma, Baylor.

STARTERS:

* F Joseph Jones, 6-9, Sr.
(10.6 ppg, 5.2 rpg)

» CDeAndre Jordan, 7-0, Fr.
(8.7 ppg, 6.6 rpg, 62.1 FG
percent)

+ CDominque Kirk, 6-4, Sr.
(8.1 ppg, 3.5 rpg, 3.5 apg,
41.4 3FG percent)

» G Donald Sloan, 6-3, So.
(9.9 ppg, 3.9 rpg, 3.1 apg)

G Josh Carter, 6-7, Jr. (12.5
ppg, 4.1 rpg, 82.5 FT per-
cent).

Reserves: F-C Bryan Davis, 6-9,

So. (8.3 pps, 4.8 rpg); G

Derrick Roland, 6-4, So. (5.8

ppg, 2.3 rpg); F-C Chinemelu

Elonu, 6-10, So. (2.7 ppg, 2.9

rpg).
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At Qwest Center Omaha, Omaha, Neb.

NO. 3 WISCONSIN
vs. NO. 14 CS FULLERTON

WISCONSIN

Nickname: Badgers.

Location: Madison, Wis.
Record: 29-4, 16-2.

Bid: Big Ten championship.
Coach: Bo Ryan, 8-6 in six
NCAA appearances.
Overview: Like all Wisconsin
teams under Ryan, this year’s
Badgers can do a little bit of
everything. They harass on de-
fense, forcing more than 14
turnovers a game and holding
opponents to 38.3 percent
shooting from the field and
54.3 points a game, the lowest
number in the nation. Led by
seniors Brian Butch and
Michael Flowers, the Badgers
are skilled offensively and can
play an inside-out game that is

tough to defend. They also out-

rebound opponents by almost
six a game.

Best wins: Texas, Michigan
State, Indiana.

STARTERS:

+ F Brian Butch, 6-11, Sr. (12.7
ppg, 7.0 rpg, 45.8 FG per-
cent)

+ G Trevon Hughes, 6-0, So.
(11.8 ppg, 3.1 rpg, 2.6 apg,
1.9 spg)

« F Marcus Landry, 6-7, Jr.
(11.2 ppg, 5.1 rpg, 1.3 apg,
49.1 FG percent)

+ G Michael Flowers, 6-2, Sr.
(9.5 ppg, 3.8 rpg, 2.6 apg,
40.9 3FG percent)

* G Joe Krabbenhoft, 6-7, Jr.
(7.2 ppg, 6.4 rpg, 2.8 apg,
48.1 FG percent).

Reserves: G Jason Bohannon,

6-2, So. (8.2 ppg, 2.4 rpg, 1.3

apg, 90.5 FT percent); C Greg

Stiemsma, 6-11, Sr. (3.0 ppg,

2.8 rpg, 53.6 FG percent, 87.5

FT percent); F Jon Leuer, 6-10,

Fr. (3.6 ppg, 1.5 rpg, 48.0 3FG

percent).

CAL STATE FULLERTON

Nickname: Titans.
Location: Fullerton, Calif.
Record: 24-8, 12-4.

Bid: Big West champion.

Coach: Bob Burton, first NCAA
appearance.

Overview: The Titans are tied
for fifth in the nation in scoring
at 82.6 points a game. As a
team, Cal State-Fullerton
makes nearly nine 3-pointers
per game and ranks in the top
30 in the nation in shooting at
47.6 percent. Led by Big West
co-player of the year Scott
Cutley and second-team mem-
bers Josh Akognon and Frank
Robinson, the Titans will need
to constantly harass opponents
and force turnovers because of
their lack of size. Their tallest
starter is 6-5. The Titans won
10 of their last 12 games, hit-
ting the 80-point mark in 10 of
those. Akognon was Big West
tourney MVP.

Best wins: Portland State.

STARTERS:

+ F Scott Cutley, 6-5, Sr. (14.5
ppg, 7.4 rpg, 51.7 FG per-
cent)

* G Josh Akognon, 5-11, Jr.
(19.8 ppg, 3.1rpg, 899 FT
percent)

+ F Marcus Morgan, 6-5, Sr.
(5.8 ppg, 6.1 rpg, 56.1 FG
percent)

* G Frank Robinson, 6-4, Sr.
(16.1 ppg, 7.1 rpg)

+ G Ray Reed, 5-11, Sr. (6.4
ppg, 52.9 FG percent).

Reserves: G Marcus Crenshaw,

5-10, Jr. (9.1 ppg); F Andrew

Green, 6-6, Sr. (3.1 ppg, 2.5

rpg).

8:40 r.m. WEST REGIONAL

At The Verizon Center, Washington D.C.

NO. 7 WEST VIRGINIA
vs. NO. 10 ARIZONA

WEST VIRGINIA

Nickname: Mountaineers.
Location: Morgantown, W.Va.
Record: 24-10, 11-7.

Bid: Big East at-large.

Coach: Bob Huggins, 20-15 in
15 NCAA appearances.

Overview: In his first season at
his alma mater, Huggins has
done a solid job molding last
season’s NIT champions into a
tournament team, mostly using
players left by former coach
John Beilein. The Mountaineers
take care of the ball and share
it, ranking second nationally
assist-to-turnover ratio and
sixth in fewest turnovers.
There’s good balance, with Joe
Alexander, Darris Nichols, Alex
Ruoff and Da’Sean Butler all
scoring in double figures but
nobody getting more than 16.2
points a game.

Best wins: Marquette,
Pittsburgh, Connecticut.

STARTERS:

* F Joe Alexander, 6-8, Jr.
(16.2 ppg, 6.1 rpg, 2.4 apg,
1.5 bpg, 47.7 FG percent,
80.8 FT percent)

» F Da’Sean Butler, 6-7, So.
(12.5 ppg, 6.1 rpg, 47.4 FG
percent, 36.8 3FG percent)

+ CJamie Smalligan, 7-0, Sr.
(2.4 ppg, 1.9 rpg, 29.3 FG
percent, 71.3 FT percent)

+ G Alex Ruoff, 6-6, Jr. (14.1
ppg, 3.4 rpg, 3.0 apg, 1.5
spg, 47.5 FG, 83.1 FT per-
cent, 41.1 3FG percent)

+ G Darris Nichols, 6-3, Sr.
(11.2 ppg, 3.4 rpg, 3.4 apg,
44.7 FG percent, 71.4 FT per-
cent, 38.2 3FG percent).

Reserves: G Joe Mazzulla, 6-2,

So. (5.9 ppg, 2.9 rpg, 2.2 apg,

47.1 FG percent, 47.1 3FG per-

cent); F Wellington Smith, 6-7,

So. (5.6 ppg, 3.8 rpg, 44.6 FG

percent).

ARIZONA

Nickname: Wildcats.
Location: Tucson, Ariz.
Record: 19-14, 8-10.
Bid: Pac-10 at-large.

Coach: Kevin O’Neill (interim),
2-2 in two NCAA appearances.

Overview: Things never came
together for the Wildcats - not
for a prolonged stretch.
Injuries to Jerryd Bayless and
Nic Wise stunted Arizona’s
growth, but they’re healthy
now. Bayless averaged 20
points a game as a freshman.
Jordan Hill is an active scorer,
rebounder and shot-blocker in-
side, but Arizona remains a
perimeter team. O’Neill filled
in for Lute Olson, who took the
year off for personal reasons,
but his effort to toughen up the
Wildcats remains a work in
progress.

Best wins: Texas A&M,

Washington State, Southern
California.

STARTERS:

+ F Chase Budinger, 6-7, So.
(17.0 ppg, 5.4 rpg, 2.9 apg,
44.1 FG percent)

+ FJordan Hill, 6-10, So. (13.2
ppg, 7.8 rpg, 1.7 bpg, 62.2 FG
percent)

* G Jerryd Bayless, 6-3, Fr.
(20.0 ppg, 2.7 rpg, 4.1 apg,
459 FG percent, 83.7 FT per-
cent, 40.8 3FG percent)

G Jawann McClellan, 6-4, Sr.
(8.6 ppg, 3.7 rpg, 2.7 apg,
40.0 3FG percent)

+ G Nic Wise, 5-10, So. (9.1
ppg, 2.3 rpg, 4.5 apg, 45.8
FG percent, 76.9 FT percent,
47.2 3FG percent).

Reserves: F Bret Brielmaier, 6-

7,Sr. (2.7 ppg, 2.9 rpg); G

Daniel Dillon, 6-3, Sr. (2.1 ppg);

F Jamelle Horne, 6-6, Fr. (3.1

ppg, 2.8 rpg).
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8:50 p.m. EAST REGIONAL

At Pepsi Center, Denver

NO. 5 NOTRE DAME
vs. NO. 12 GEORGE MASON

NOTRE DAME

Nickname: Fighting Irish.
Location: South Bend, Ind.
Record: 24-7, 14-4.

Bid: Big East at-large.

Coach: Mike Brey, 4-6 in six
NCAA appearances.

Overview: Inside and out, the
Irish have answers. Luke
Harangody, one of the nation’s
top post players, averages a
double-double and is comple-
mented by forward Rob Kurz.
Guard Kyle McAlarney is an ex-
ceptional long-range shooter
and Tory Jackson a solid floor
leader. Wing Ryan Ayers can

also be dangerous from the arc.

This is a good rebounding team
and, with the exception of
Jackson, is solid at the free-
throw line. The Irish had 10
games in which they scored 87
or more points and they aver-
aged almost 81 a game.

Best wins: Connecticut,
Marquette, Pittsburgh.

STARTERS:

* F Luke Harangody, 6-8, So.
(21.0 ppg, 10.3 rpg, 51.7 FG
percent, 76.8 FT percent)

+ G Kyle McAlarney, 6-0, Jr.
(15.0 ppg, 3.7 apg, 45.0 3FG
percent, 82.3 FT percent)

+ F Rob Kurz, 6-9, Sr. (12.7
ppg, 7.5 rpg, 85.0 FT per-
cent)

+ G Tory Jackson, 5-11, So. (8.1
ppg, 6.0 apg, 39.7 FG per-
cent, 51.6 FT percent)

+ F Zach Hillesland, 6-9, Jr.
(6.0 ppg, 4.9 rpg, 68.6 FT
percent).

Reserves: G/F Ryan Ayers, 6-7,

Jr. (8.1 ppg, 46.4 3FG percent);

F/C Luke Zeller, 6-10, Jr. (4.7

ppg, 2.3 rpg); G Jonathan

Peoples, 6-3, So. (3.5 ppg, 83.3

FT percent).

GEORGE MASON

Nickname: Patriots.
Location: Fairfax, Va.
Record: 23-10, 12-6.

Bid: Colonial Athletic champ.

NCAA history: 4-4 in four ap-
pearances. Last: 2006, lost to
Florida in national semifinals.

Coach: Jim Larranaga, 4-3 in
three NCAA appearances.

Overview: Don’t count the
Patriots as a one-and-done
team. In 2006, they reached
the Final Four as a No. 11 seed.
Half of the active players on
the current roster were on that
team, including senior starters
Will Thomas and Folarin
Campbell. Thomas is the sev-
enth player in school history to
average a double-double on
the season. Campbell is aver-
aging 20.0 points the past 17
games. The Patriots struggled
down the stretch, going 3-4 to
close the regular season. They
make only 12.2 turnovers a
game.

Best wins: Kansas State,
Virginia Commonwealth.

STARTERS:

+ G-F Folarin Campbell, 6-4,
Sr. (15.9 ppg, 3.3 apg, 4.5
rpg, )

+ F Will Thomas, 6-7, Sr. (15.8
ppg, 10.5 rpg, 53.9 FG per-
cent)

* G John Vaughan, 6-3, Jr.
(12.6 ppg, 2.2 apg, 4.0 rpg,
74.1 FT percent)

+ G Dre Smith, 6-0, Jr. (8.6
ppg)

* F Louis Birdsong, 6-6, So.
(6.2 ppg, 3.9 rpg, 53.6 FG
percent).

Reserves: G Cam Long, 6-4, Fr.

(4.1 ppg); G Jordan Carter, 6-0,

Sr. (2.8 ppg); F Vlad

Moldoveanu, 6-10, Fr. (2.3

ppg).

8:55 p.m. WEST REGIONAL

At The Honda Center, Anaheim, Calif.

NO. 1 UCLA

vs. NO. 16 MISS. VALLEY ST.

UCLA

Nickname: Bruins.
Location: Los Angeles.
Record: 31-3, 16-2.
Bid: Pac-10 champion.

Coach: Ben Howland, 13-6 in
six NCAA appearances.

Overview: The Bruins could
reach their third consecutive
Final Four and seem to have all
the ingredients to win it all.
Freshman center Kevin Love
won Pac-10 player-of-the-year
honors. Point guard Darren
Collison overcame early knee
injury to win MVP honors at
Pac-10 tourney. Sophomore
guard Russell Westbrook has
enjoyed a breakout season, av-
eraging 12.8 points and win-
ning Pac-10 defensive player of
the year. They play smothering
defense, work inside out on of-
fense. Potential weakness: out-
side shooting.

Best wins: Michigan State,
Stanford, Washington State.

STARTERS:

* F Luc Richard Mbah a Moute,
6-8, Jr. (8.8 ppg, 5.4 rpg)

+ FJosh Shipp, 6-5, Jr. (13.2
ppg, 3.1 rpg, 45.2 FG per-
cent, 80.6 FT percent)

+ C Kevin Love, 6-10, Fr. (17.3
ppg, 10.8 rpg, 56.7 FG per-
cent, 76.8 FT percent)

» G Darren Collison, 6-0, Jr.
(14.7 ppg, 3.2 apg, 51.2 3FG
percent)

* G Russell Westbrook, 6-3,
So. (12.8 ppg, 3.5 rpg, 4.4
apg)-

Reserves: F/C Lorenzo Mata-

Real, 6-9, Sr. (3.3 ppg, 3.6 rpg);

F/C Alfred Aboya, 6-9, Jr. (3.2

ppg, 2.3 rpg); F James Keefe, 6-

8, So. (1.7 ppg, 2.2 rpg).

MISS. VALLEY STATE

Nickname: Delta Devils.
Location: Itta Bena, Miss.
Record: 17-15, 12-6.

Bid: Southwestern Athletic
Conference champ.

Coach: James Green, first NCAA
appearance.

Overview: After starting 0-8,
the Delta Devils have re-
bounded to win their last nine,
avenging a loss to Jackson
State in last year’s SWAC title
game to end a 12-year NCAA
tournament absence. They’ve
been in a lot of close games,
going 11-7 in games decided by
seven points or fewer. Five
players average between 8 and
12 points. They don’t shoot
particularly well, barely 40
percent from the field for the
season. They are frequently
outrebounded by opponents (-
1.7 a game) and are prone to
turnovers (14.4 a game).

Best wins: Alabama State,
Alabama A&M.

STARTERS:

+ CLarry Cox, 6-10, Sr. (12.4
ppg, 51.0 FG percent, 8.0
rpg, 2.4 blocks)

+ G Dwayne Harmason, 5-11,
Jr. (4.9 ppg, 75.6 FT percent,
3.0 apg)

+ F Carl Lucas, 6-5, Sr. (12.7
ppg, 41.5 3FG percent, 72.6
FT percent, 5.5 rpg)

* G Michael Clark, 6-2, Jr. (8.0
ppg, 81.5 FT percent)

« F Eric Petty, 6-6, Jr. (6.2 ppg,
4.3 rpg).

Reserves: G Stanford Speech,

6-3, Sr. (10.8 ppg, 5.5 rpg); G

Chris Watson, 6-6, Sr. (8.2 ppg,

76.9 FT percent, 4.2 rpg).



